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NO. 1. 
MINUTES Of the Presbytery of the Carolinas. 
OF THE ASSOCIATE SYNOD OF NORTH AMER- MINISTERS. 
ICA, AT THEIR MEETING IN PHILA- A. Anderson, 
DELPHIA, May, 23, 1832, AND CONTINU- A. Heron. 
ED BY ADJOURNMENT, BEING THEIR : oan 
) >resbytery of Miami. 
THIRTY-FIRST ANNUAL MEETING. Of the Presbytery of Miami 
MINISTERS. 


The Synod met according to adjourn- 
ment, and was constituted with prayer by 
the Rev. James Adams, Moderator. 


MEMBERS PRESENT. 
Of the Presbytery of Cambridge. 
MINISTERS. 
A. Gordon, 
J. P. Miller, 
D. Gordon, 
A. Bullions, D. D.* 
D. Stalker.* 
RULING ELDERS. 
John Reid, 
George Lowrie.* 
Of the Presbytery of Albany. 
MINISTERS. 
James Irvine, 
James Martin, 
A. Stark,* 
P. Campbell,* 
J. G. Smart.* 
RULING ELDERS 
James Geery, 
Chauncey Webster, 
John Highet.* 
the Presbytery of Philade Iphia. 
MINISTERS. 
Francis Pringle, 
Thomas Beveridge, 
William Easton, 
A. Whyte.* 


Of 


— 


RULING ELDERS. 
Alexander Wilson,* 
James Hutchinson,* 
William Morris,* 
James Auld.* 


James Adams, 
David Carson, 
James Templeton.* 
RULING ELDER. 
James Morrow. 
Of the Presbytery of Muskingum. 
MINISTERS. 
John Walker, 
Joseph Clokey, 
Samuel Hindman. 

Of the Presbytery of Ohio. [None.] 
Of the Presbytery of Chartiers. 
MINISTERS. 

James Ramsay, D. D. 
A. Wilson,* 
William Wilson,* 
A. Donnan.* 
RULING ELDER. 
Robert Henderson. 
Of the Presbytery of Allegheny. 
MINISTERS. 
Joseph Scroggs. 

On motion, it was resolved, that the 
reading of the minutes of last year be dis- 
pensed with, as they were read and ap- 
proved before publication. 

The following committees were appoint- 
ed, to wit: 

Of Supplies—Messrs. Miller, A. Wil- 
son, and Anderson. 

On the Funds—Messrs. Miller and Mor- 
row. 

To draft an act for a Fast— Messrs. Ir- 
vine and Clokey. 


Those members marked thus (*) were not pre- 
sent at the opening of Synod. 
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Of Bills and Overtures—Messrs. Adams, 
Beveridge, and Walker. 

Of Arrangement—Messrs. Martin and 
A. Gordon. 

To transcribe the Minutes for the Press— 
Messrs. Clokey and Webster. 

On motion, resolved, that the usual hour 
of meeting in the morning, shall be 9 o’clock, 
and of adjournment half past 12, and that the 
afternoon sederunt commence at 3 o’clock. 

Adjourned till 9 o’clock to-morrow morn- 
ing. 

Closed with prayer. 

Tuurspay, May 24. 

The Moderator having preached last eve- 
ning, from Prov. viii. 30,31. ‘Then I 
was by him, as one brought up with him,” 
&c. The Synod met this morning at the 
appointed hour, and was opened with prayer. 

Members present as above, together with 
A. Bullions, D. D. and D. Stalker, minis- 
ters, and G. Lowrie, ruling elder, from the 
Presbytery of Cambridge ; Messrs. A. Stark, 
P. Campbell, and J. G. Smart, ministers, 
from the Presbytery of Albany ; and Mr. 
A. Whyte, minister, from the Presbytery of 
Philadelphia. 

Mr. Alexander Wilson, ruling elder from 


the congregation of Guinston, being pre- 
sent, was invited to a seat. 
The minutes of last sitting being read 


and approved, the Rev. James Irvine was 
chosen Moderator. 

Papers being called for, the report of Ro- 
bert Steele, Treasurer at Philadelphia, was 
read, and, on motion, referred to the com- 
mittee on the funds. 

Said report was accompanied with Mr. 
Steele’s resignation of his office as Treasur- 
er, which was, on motion, accepted, and Mr. 
Daniel Murphy, of Philadelphia, was elect- 
ed in his room 3 and Messrs. Miller and 
Henderson were appointed a committee to 
inform Mr. Murphy of his appointment, and 
solicit his acceptance. 

The report of the Presbytery of Muskin- 
gum was read, as follows, and, on motion, 
laid on the table. 


REPORT 
Of the Presbytery of Muskingum. 

The state of our congregations, settled and va- 
cant, has undergone no material change since our 
last repoct. We have to lament a great deficiency 
of supply during the past year, in consequence of 
which some of our vacancies are in a languishing 
condition. We hope the Synod will afford us sea- 
sonable aid, proportioned in some measure to our 
numerous and increasing demands. 

On the 23d of August last, Mr. James C. Bruce 
was ordained to the office of the holy ministry, and 
proceeded immediately to fulfil his appointment on 
the western mission. 
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At a meeting of Presbytery, in October last, Mr. 
Samuel McLane was restored to the full exercise of 
his office, on his submission to the decision of Pres- 
bytery in his case. He has since been employed, 
a part of his time, in supplying our vacancies. 

We hope the Synod will, at its present session, 
adopt measures to carry into full effect the act of 
last year, on slavery. We think the passage of that 
act an important attainment towards promoting the 
purity of the church, and we hope the Synod will 
see hee own acts faithfully executed. 

We are also anxious for a decision on the testi- 
mony of original seceders in Scotland ; this will in- 
volve some important principles, on which we anx- 
iously desire an expression of the Synod’s views as 
early as possible. 

By order of Presbytery, 
THOMAS HANNA, Presb’y. Clerk. 

The Board of Managers of the Theologi- 
cal Seminary reported as follows, and their 
report was, on motion, laid on the table. 

REPORT 
Of the Board of Managers of the Theological Hall. 

According to order of Synod, the Board met at the 
Hall, on the last Wednesday of March. The fol- 
lowing students attended the lectures during the ses- 
sion which then closed, viz : Messrs. William Mc- 
Clelland and Thomas Wilson, of the 4th year ; 
Messrs. Bankhead Boyd, John P. Dickey, James 
Henderson, David Lindsay, William C. Pollock, 
James P. Ramsay, and David Thompson, of the 3d 
year; Messrs. Henry Blair, John S. Easton, Tho- 
mas S. Kendall, Alexander T. McGill, and James 
Patterson, of the 2d year; Messrs. William Bruce, 
James Dixon, Samuel Douthet, William Galbraith, 
and George M. Hall, of the Ist year, 

Discourses were delivered before the board by all 
the students, except one; they were also examined, 
at length, on ecclesiastical history, on theology, and 
on several chapters of the Hebrew Bible ; in all of 
which they manifested commendable diligence, and 
an intimate acquaintance with all those parts of 
sacred literature to which their studies have been 
directed. 

Whilst the board regard, with lively interest, the 
present prosperous condition of this seminary, they 
would commend it to the special attention of Synod, 
and hope that such measures will be speedily adopt- 
ed, as will, through the divine blessing, place it on 
a permanent basis. 

Bv order of the Board, 
ALEXANDER MURRAY, President, 
Tuomas Hanna, Secretary. 


The report of the missionary to Canada, 
was read, and referred to the committee of 
supplies and on the funds ; and, on motion, 
also referred to a select committee to revise 
for publication. Messrs. Martin and Beve- 
ridge, said committee. 

The report of the Presbytery’of Ohio was 
read as follows, and, on motion, referred to 
the committee of supplies, and also that of 
Bills and Overtures. 

REPORT 
Of the Pre sbytlery of Chio. 

While we acknowledge much weakness, and ma- 
ny failings, in the performance of cur duty, we have 
reason to rejoice that the cause of religion, in gene- 


ral, and of the Secession church in particular, is 
prospering within Our bounds. Our ministers, gene- 
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rally, have been endeavoring to inform their people 
on the subject of public covenanting, with a view 
to engage in that work. 

While we acknowledge the good hand of God in 
giving countenance to the word of his grace in di- 
vine ordinances, we are at the same time to notice 
the trying dispensations of adversity among us. 

Our reverend father,Mr.McClintock, departed this 
life in March last, after a long period of service in 
the church,and after a course of weakness and afflic- 
tion ; which he bore with resignation and submis- 
sion to the willof God. This dispensation of Pro- 
vidence is a solemn warning to us all, to be diligent 
in our work, and looking to the Head of the church, 
that he would prepare us for giving an account of 
our stewardship. Our fathers, where are they, and 
the prophets, do they live for ever ? 

By this removal, his late ministerial charge is 
looking to us for supply ; and the other vacant con- 
gregations, that have been frequently disappointed 
in their efforts to obtain a Settled ministry, are anx- 
iously looking for the stated settlement of the min- 
istry ; we submit their case to Synod, and solicit 
as liberal supply of preaching as the situation of 
the church and the engagements of Synod will ad- 
mit. 

Your decision of last year, on the subject of sla- 
very, accords very well with the views of the bre- 
thren of the ministry, and of the members of the 
church in our Presbytery. The long suspense of the 
public mind, on that subject, occasioned considera- 
ble uneasiness with us ; when it was fully under- 
stood by us that slave holders could not be sustain- 
ed in our communion, we still believed the warn- 
ing of 1810; and the act of 1811, fully justified 
such an opinion and construction of our views on 
that subject, and so we rested the matter. 

When, after ali this, by the report of Carolina 
Presbytery, in 1830, it was evidently the opinion of 
the members of that Presbytery, that it is lawful to 
hold slaves in bondage, to avoid greater evils, that 
civil laws enacted and rigorously enforced in these 
slave states, against the education of blacks, and in 
direct opposition to emancipation, are to be obey- 
ed—that it is our duty to submit to such decrees 
of unrighteousness. 

And, moreover, when a statistical report was 
made out by the order of Synod, for 1831, it ap- 


peared evident to us that slavery increased 
among the members of our communion since the 


passage of the act of 1811, we had of course en- 
tertained fears that nothing substantial had been 
done to remove the evil. It has much relieved our 
minds, and satisfied the consciences of our members, 
to find thatjourfhigher judicatory has taken such de- 
cisive ground by her act of 1831; and we do there- 
fore hope that our brethren, who are involved in 
the sinful practice of slavery, will, by the grace of 
God, be led to a sense of duty, in obedience to Sy- 
nod’s act of last year ; and that such of our bre- 
thren as have protested against that act, will drop 
their opposition to measures which the glory of God, 
and the reputation of the church, have long required 
should be followed. 

A call for Mr. William Douthet, from the con- 
gregations of Windham and Milton, has been sus- 
tained, presented and accepted by him. 

A call from the united congregations of Newcas- 
tle, Neshannock and Mount Prospect, has been mo- 
derated for Mr. James Wallace, and sustained by 
Presbytery. We understand that other calls for 
the same candidate will be before Synod, we make 
this report and submit the competition to the deci- 


sion of Synod. We do earnestly solicit the pa 





‘tie 
cular attention of Synod to this call, as this charge 


has been using spirited exertions to obtain a regu- 
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lar settlement of the ministfy ; as frequent disap- 
pointments are discouraging to the members who 
are immediately concerned. 
ALEXANDER MURRAY, Pres'by. Clerk. 

The call referred to in said report, to Mr. 
James Wallace, from the united congrega- 
tions of Newcastle, Neshannock, and Mount 
Prospect, was read, anc, on motion, laid on 
the table. 

The report of the Presbytery of the Ca- 
rolinas, was read as follows, and, on motion, 
laid on the table. 


REPORT 
Of the Associate Presbytery of the Carolinas. 


The Presbytery of the Carolinas report, that 
within the last ecclesiastical year, several occurren- 
ces, important to our interests, have transpired. 
Most of these have been of such a nature’as to fill 
our hearts with sadness. But while we have sor- 
rowfully to give the information that our courage 
and strength have greatly declined, we feel grateful 
that we are not yet constrained to announce our 
total downfall. Our dissolution as a Presbytery, 
though it seems to be begun, is not yet entire. Nor 
is the hope extinct that the compassionate Head of 
the church will, in his own good time, award to 
us an exchange of beauty for ashes, and of the 
vil of joy for the garments of heaviness. It adds 
not a small portion of bitterness to the cup of our 
affliction that we feel ourselves prevented, upon 
the principles of delicacy, from claiming, and al- 
most from expecting, a share in the sympathies of 
the Synod ; as we yet desire to cherish the humble 
hope that Synod will feel an interest in our affairs, 
we submit a statement of the events, both such as 
have militated against our interests, and such as 
we have regarded as \avorable to them—which 
have taken place in the last year. Since our last re- 
port, it has pleased the supreme Head of the church 
to remove one of cur number by death. About the 
close of the last year, our aged father, the Rev. 
William Dickson, was called to render an account 
of his siewardship to his divine Master. To the 
steadfast resistance against the spirit of innovation, 
made by this venerable servant of Christ ; to his 
warm attachment to divine truth, and his laborious 
exeFtions as a minister of the gospel, our little Is- 
real is greatly indebted for the maintenance 
amongst us of the Associate Church’s Testimony. 
On this account be was peculiarly endeared to us, 
and his loss of consequence is the more lamented. 

At our last meeting, in March, Rev. Thomas 
Ketchen, the pastor of the united congregations of 
Shiloh and Neily’s Creek, dissolved his connection 
with us by declining the communion of the Associ- 
ate Synod and every of its judicatories. The rea- 
sons which Mr. K. has assigned for pursuing this 
course, will appear at length in the written decla- 
ration which will be forwarded to Synod. 

In this act Mr. K. was joined by both of his con- 
gregations. At the same meeting of Presbytery, 
Rev. John Wallace and Rev. M. McElewee, re- 
signed their pastoral charges, and obtained dismis- 
sion from the Presbytery. These things have been 
Our hands have been weakened, and 
our hearts much discouraged by them. But on the 
other hand, we desire thankfully to make mention 
of the kindness of the Lord, which has appeared in 
that while the stated dispensation of the gospel and 
its ordinances, have 


against us. 


been taken from some of our 
congregations, it has been bestowed upon others of 
them. On the 15th day of October, 1831, Mr. Jo- 
seph Banks was ordained to the ministerial office, 











and installed the pastor of the united congregations 
of Bethany, Pisgah, Nob Creek and Sardis. 

Neither has the appointment given to Mr. Wil- 
liam Douthet, to itinerate for three months in our 
bounds been fulfilled, nor has any reason for his 
failure made its appearance. 

But Presbytery report with pleasure, that Mr. 
Horatio Thompson has discharged the duty allotted 
to him, in our vacancies, with punctuality and ac- 
ceptance. The congregations of New-Stirling, Cam- 
bridge and Gilead, to which his labors were confin- 
ed for the most part, have put into our hands a call 
for Mr. T. to accept of the pastoral oversight of 
them. The call was sustained by Presbytery, and 
will be forwarded herewith for presentation to the 
candidate. The cries of ,this people, who are rea- 
dy to perish for want of the bread of life, have re- 
peatediy gone up to the ears of the Synod. We 
hope their regard will be shown to the prayer of the 
needy and destitute, by using their influence to in- 
duce Mr. T. to accept their call. 

An application was made this spring- at Presby- 
tery, for admission to the study of divinity, by Mr. 
Robert McMillan, a graduate from the university 
of Pennsylvania, and having undergone an exami- 
nation toour satisfaction, he was received. Per- 
mission was obtained by Mr. McM. upon request, 
to prosecute his studies a year under the care of 
Presbytery. 

On the testimony of original seceders, Presbytery 
report, that though they find some difference be- 
tween that testimony and ours, which they could wish 
had been removed, yet they rejoice to see such uni- 
ty of profession between us as may warrant us to 
recognise them as brethren in ecclesiastical com- 
munion. The difference referred to does not appear 
to this Presbytery to be such as to justify a sepera- 
tion. On some points, our testimony is more full 
than theirs ; and on some, it is the reverse. 

On civil magistracy, their sentiments, found in 
page 63—65, may be compared with the testimony 
of the Associate Synod of North America.—Part 
Ist. Sections 15, 17, 18, 19, without discovering any 
real difference. 

On public covenanting, their doctrines, found on 
page 70, 139, in the judgment of this Presbytery, 
are the same with our testimony. Part 1, f 20, 

On the subject of common benefits, it is true they 
have no explicit testimony. On this point their ex- 
press testimony would have been gratifying. But 
in page 61, they say, “ The particular form which 
it, (the doctrine of universal redemption,) then as- 
sumed, (1754, and previously,) has passed away. 
Now, the doctrine of the purchase of common bene- 
fits, was in part the new form which the doctrine of 
universal redemption, at the time alluded to, had as- 
sumed in a book ascribed to Mr. Fraser, of Brae, 
and in the hands of a part of the Reformed Presby- 
tery of Scotland ; and this new form, at that time, 
was the occasion of the first express testimony by 
the Associate Church against the doctrine of the 
purchase of common benefits. As our brethren in 
Scotland, say that this particular form of doctrine 
has passed away, perhays we may safely leave it to 
them to judge what particular doctrines call for an 
explicit testimony in their bonnds. This seems to 
be admitted in our testimony. Part 3d, Art. 4, ‘2. 
And this we may the more freely do, as their senti- 
ments on this head may be fairly inferred from the 
same declaration, page 61; as they decisively con- 
demn that form which the doctrine of universal re- 
demption had ussumed previsusly to 1754, of which 
form the doctrine of the purchase of common bene- 
fits was a prominent part. Presbytery therefore 
think that there is no serious obstacle to the recog- 
nition of our brethren in Scotland, under the new 
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name of Original Seceders, as one church with us. 

With the act of Synod, passed at their last meet- 
ing, on the subject of Slaveholding, Presbytery are 
unanimously dissatisfied. As remonstrance is the 
only means now remaining in our power of staying 
the operation of this act, with which compliance is 
impossible, we have determined, with all due defer~ 
ence, to remonstrate against its enforcement. The 
remonstrance will appear in a separate paper. In 
relation to this matter, we fear that Synod’s pa- 
tience with us is almost, if not quite, exhausted 5 
but while we use our privilege, we do humbly ad- 
jure you, by the solemnity of your responsibility as 
a superior court of Christ, to give the matter of this 
remonstrance a candid and full consideration. 

By order of the Presbytery, 
JOSEPH BANKS, Moderator. 

Wittram McEtwee, Clerk. 


A remonstrance from said Presbytery, re- 
ferred to in the above report, was read, and, 
on motion, referred to the committee on 
Bills and Overtures, and is as follows : 


To the Associate Synod of N. A. to meet in Phila- 
delphia 4th Wednesday of May 1832. 


The Associate Presbytery of the Carolinas taking 
into serious consideration the Act of Synod of 1831, 
respecting slavery, judge it their duty to present 
their respectful remonstrance against the said Act, 
to solicit Synod to review, and to modify or to re- 
peal it. 

Though Presbytery ardently desire that the na- 
tural rights of man might be restored to the slaves 
who are in bondage in this country, and that the 
burthen, the temptations and the snares of slavery 
might be removed from the people; yet they can- 
not see that the present act of Synod can effect 
these objects: and they believe it is, in several 
points, unlawful, in many things cruel and unjust, 
unscriptural in its leading features, contradictory 
in ws requisitions and provisions, in a great mea- 
sure nugalory in its application, deficient in its 
provision for the slaves, and calculated to disturb 
the peace and hinder the edification of the church 
of Christ. The following observations will show 
the grounds on which the remonstran¢e is founded. 

1. Py the first resolution of the Act in question, 
church members are Suspended from communion for 
a former practice against which Synod had no law, 
and before opportunity is given for compliance. 

2. By the same resolution church members are 
held under suspension till they adopt a measure 
which is not ready for adoption till they emancipate 
their slaves by means of the Synod’s agent, who is 
not yet appointed. The limit of the suspension is 
not the members’ consent but the Synod’s action. 
What can be more arbitrary ? 

3. By the same resolution church members are 
suspended while they hold a person “in the condi- 
tion of aslave ;” and yet, by law, they can be re- 
tained in no other condition, whether it be those 
who are unwilling to remove, or those retained for 
remuneration, or for any other purpose allowed by 
the act itself. 

4. By the second resolution church courts are re- 
quired “ forthwith” to execute the intention of the 
first resolution, and to require slaveholders to re- 
lease their slaves. Todoso “ forthwith” would 
deprive the slaveholder of the benefit of the Synod’s 
agent, for he is not yet appointed ; it would be ctu- 
elty to the slaves exposing them to sale and perpetu- 
al bondage; it would therefore be a breach of the 
third resolution, an evasion of the provisions of the 
act; aud it would be contrary to “ Stale enact- 
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ments; and therefore contrary to Synod’s own ad- 
mission in the first Direction. 

5. The fourth resolution in its operation would be 
cruelty to the slave whose benefit is intended. It 
would, in most cases reduce him to literal want and 
starvation. This shows the necessity of more 
knowledge and circumspection in legislating on this 
subject; and the necessity of more deference to the 
practice of the Apostles in a perplexed and difficult 
case. 

6. The last clause of the fifth Direction would en- 
danger the peace and safety of society; it is unne- 
cessary ; and it is in direct violation of State en- 
actments, and therefore improper by Synod’s own 
admission in the first Direction. 

7. No exception is made in the act in favor of 
masteis whose slaves are under deed of trust, or 
otherwise bound for debt, or under entailment, and 
who therefore cannot emancipate them. Such mas- 
ters are suspended form communion by the present 
act. 

8. All slaves retained, and they must be many 
even by the provisions of the act, must be held in 
the condition of slaves. Even under bill of sale, 
without value received, they may be seized and sold 
for debt. What good is effected by the act in their 
case? 

9. No provision is made in the act for the con- 
tinuance of church privileges to such slaves as are 
church members, nor for the religious instruction of 
any 

10. The act of Synod must in almost all cases, 
separate relatives, brothers and sisters, parents and 
children, husband and wife. What object is the 
act calculated to effect which shall justify these vio- 
lations and their consequences? 

11. The Presbytery believe that the Holy Scrip- 
tures do not enjoin emancipation in the manner and 
circumstances in which Synod enjoins it. The apos- 
tles in similar circumstances did not require eman- 
cipation: they did admit slave holders to commun- 
ion; they gave instruction to masters and servants 
as such; and they did forbid to teach otherwise. 
Therefore to require emancipation where it is both 
just and practicable is the duty of both church and 
state, on the general principles of justice between 
man and man: yet to require the emancipation of 
slaves absolutely, whether practicable or impracti- 
cable, just or unjust, and without the necessary 
means and time; breaking in on sacred relation- 
ship, and severing all its sacred bonds, breaking in 
on the established order of society without the 
knowledge, the means, the power to meet and sup- 
press the evils which may arise from such interfer- 
ence with the machinery of society ; and to do all 
this, not only without, but contrary to the judg- 
ment of the church in former ages, to the instruc- 
tions of the Scriptures, and to the example of the 
Apostles ; itis believed, is the effect of misguided 
sentiment, and is not the duty of the church. 

The considerations offered, Presbytery believe, 
are of sufficient weight to justify a suspension of 
the sentence of excommunication and the operation 
of the act at least till a trial of their validity be 
made. Could a pause be sinful, made for the pur- 
pose of proving by experiment whether the obsta- 
Cles to emancipation be real or imaginary, whether 
there may be some way of removing them or not, 
and the proposed plans of emancipation be practic- 
able or impracticable? Is it not sufficient to ex- 
clude from communion, after an act of disobedi- 
ence to a law which Synod has proved to be prac- 
ticable and just? Let Synod make atrial. If they 
can emancipate all justly, and slaveholders do not 
submit, then excommunicate. If Synod can eman- 
pate a part justly, let them be emancipated. | 
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there be a part that they cannot emancipate, then 
let an exception be made in favor of masters who 
are in such circumstances. 
By order of the Presbytery. 
JOSEPH BANKS, Moderator. 
Wituiam M. McEtwees, Pby. Clerk. 


The call for Mr. Horatio Thompson, from 
the united congregations of Gilead, Cam- 


bridge and New-Stirling, referred to in the 
above report, was, on motion, laid on the 
table. 

The report of the Western Mission was 
read, and, on motion, referred to the com- 
mittee of Supplies, and also that on the 
Funds, and the report is as follows : 


REPORT 
Of the Western Missionary Presbytery. 

To the Synod of the Associate Presbyterian 
Church, to meet at Philadelphia, on the 4th 
Wednesday of May 1832. 

The congregations included in the Western 
Mission are generally in a prosperous condition. 
Numbers have this year been admitted into our 
communion, in these vacancies, who have lately 
emigrated from different branches of the church 
in Europe, and in the eastern and southern States; 
and there are also many others not connnected 
with any branch of the church, who manifest a 
disposition to lift a testimony for truth, to pro- 
mote the cause of Christ, and the interest of true 
and undefiled religion. Although a lukewarm- 
ness prevails with some, yet an inquiring dispo- 
sition, a regular and punctual attendance on gos- 
pel ordinances, and a strong attachment to seces 
sion principles, are generally found with the mein- 
bers of those vacancies. 

Your missionary, Mr. Bruce, baving been ap- 
pointed to itinerate nine months on the Western 
Inission, viz: trom the middle of September 1831, 
till the middle of June 1832, and having arrived 
at Racoon, Park county, Indiana, the Presbytery, 
by order of the Synod, met on the 17th of Sep- 
tember, when the necessary arrangements res 
pecting the mission were made. He accordingly 
entered the field of labor, on the 22d of Septem- 
ber, and proceeded to Sugar creek, Madison 
county, Illinois, where there are a few families 
in Our communion, at which place he spent one 
Sabbath. From thence he passed on to Unity, 
Randolph county, Illinois, where he, spent six 
Sabbaths, and dispensed the Lord’s supper. This 
congregation has increased rapidly during the 
last year, and the present prospect of success is 
very encouraging. From thence he proceeded 
to apple creek, Green county, Illinois, where he 
remained four Sabbaths, and dispensed the ordi- 
nance of baptism to several adults and children. 
This place is looking forward with a view, in a 
short time, to be organized into a congregation, 
and the prospects of large accessions here, are 
more flattering now than they have been for some 
time past. From thence he proceeded to Hen- 
derson, Warren county, Illinois, where he is now 
employed. The rapidity of the emigration to this 
section of the state is truly without a parallel in 
the west, for in this place, where four years ago, 
there was not an individual belonging to our com- 
munion, there is now a large and flourishing con- 
gregation, able to support a settled ministry. The 
rapid increase of this vacancy may be owing, in 
some measure, to its location, being situated in 
one of the most fertile, and healthy counties of 











the state, and possessing many superior advanta- 
ges, is very inviting to emigrants. 

Your Missionary has not as yet visited the va- 
cancies in the state of Missouri, as it is intended 
to spend among them the remaining part of the 
time, which he was appointed in the west. The 
state of Illinois and Missouri, which contaln all 
the vacancies included in the mission, form a ve- 
ry extensive field for missionary labor. The 
country presenting good prospects to emigrants 
from the east and south, is settling fast, and there 
is at this time, sufficient encouragement to take 
up several new stations for preaching. To this 
end, many urgent applications were made, by 
different individnals, in different parts, with some 
of which, your Missionary , owing to the inclem- 
ency of the season, the number of the vacancies, 
and the extent of the missionary field, was una- 
ble to comply. The congregations which have 
been visited, are this year unusually liberal in 
their contributions to the Synod’s missionary 
fund. Sugar Creek, Unity, Apple Creek, and 
Henderson, manifest great earnestness in their 
solicitations for more abundant supply of preach- 
ing, and have petitioned for as much as can be 
conveniently granted. The demand fora pure 
dispensation of gospel ordinances is increasing in 
the west, and wetrust that the period is not far 
distant, when the banner which God has given to 
them that fear him will be here more conspicu- 
ously displayed, and many shall assemble to the 
help of the Lord against the mighty. It is there- 
fore hoped that the Synod will take the destitute 
condition of these distant and flourishing vacan- 
cies into consideration, and grant them a liberal 
portion of that supply, which is at their disposal. 
A statistical table of all the vacancies included in 
the mission, will in due time be transmitted to 
Synod. JAMES C. BRUCE. 


NATHANIEL INGLES. 
ACCOUNT OF THE MISSIONARY. 


Associate Synod to James C. Bruce—Dr. 
To Missionary services, from 4th Sabbath of Sept. 


1831, to the 4th Sabbath of February 1832, 
23 Sabbaths,. .ccccccccdtecccccccces PISS OO 


Received from Unity congregation, 


TUINOIS,. oo ccccccccccces +» $24 00 
Sugar Creek cong. Illinois, 2 00 
Apple Creek .. as 19 00 
Henderson. “ 78 00 





123 00 





Balance,eccccccccccccccocsccsce SIS OO 


The report of Daniel Houston, treasurer, 
was read, and, on motion, referred to the 
committee on the funds. 

The following report from the Building 
Committee of the Theological Seminary, 
was read, and, on motion, referred to the 
committee on the funds. 

George Murray in account with Associate Synod. 


To cash in Treasury, May 18th 1831 as per report to 
SD <0 SGRd tae é we bndnedd te seneeec $228 44 
The accomptant claims credit for the fol- 
lowing disbursements, since that time— 
Cash pawl for rails for use of brick 
LE NS ae Py ee $6 25 


ran, brickmaker, ...... .. »»» 100 00 
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April 27th 1832—Cash paid Francis 
Herdman in full for lot,......... 148 40 


May 11th 1831—Balance in hands of 
OUI «e000: 00% $sene coucod eens 


$288 44 

The foregoing report was made out by the subscri- 
ber ; Mr. Murray at this time being through sick- 
ness unable. The above payments were made through 
my hands. I certify they are correct. Mr. Murray 
may have made some other small payment not inclu- 
ded in the above report, without my knowledge. 

DANIEL HOUSTON. 

In addition to the above report, I wish the Rev: 
Synod to know, that there has been a building con- 
tracted for by your committee 66 feet in length by 36 
in breadth, three stories high, connected with which 
there is to be a wing building of 45 by 17 feet, with 
porch of 8 by 45 feet. Building will be divided in- 
to twenty-four divisions, one of which will be a hall 
of 36 by 38 feet, to be finished with pulpit, seats, and 
gallery, in which will be the Synod’s Library, two 
rooms for use of Professors, fourteen rooms for oc- 
cupancy of students, and seyen apartments including 
kitchen for the use of Steward or Professors, the ex- 
pense of which will be five thousand seven hundred 
dollars, which is to be paid to undertaker as he may 
want it for providing materials for the building. That 
we have not been called upon before this time for a 
considerable sum is owing to the low state of waters 
in our western rivers, which has prevented lumber 
from descending them. 

From the above reports the Rey. Synod will see 
the necessity there is for adopting some prompt mea- 
sures to provide funds for the relieving of your com- 
mittee and completing the building; two members of 
your committee are personally bound to undertake 
for hres of the whole amount. 

ANIEL HOUSTON, Clerk of Committee. 

May II1th, 1832. 


A communication from Dr. S. Murdock, 
in reference to the application of the Synod 
to the iegislature of Pennsylvania, for an act 
of incorporation, was read, and, on motion, 
referred to a select committee, consisting of 
Messrs. Miller and Pringle. 

A letter, addressed to Synod, by Titus 
Basfield, a man of colour, requesting aid in 
posecuting his studies for the ministry, was 
read, and, on motion, referred to a select 
committee, consisting of Messrs. Carson, 
Adams, and Walker. 

Adjourned till the usual hour. 

Closed with prayer. 

3 O'CLOCK, P. M. 

The Synod met, and was opened with 
prayer. 

Members present as above. 

Read the minutes of last sitting. 

Papers being called for, a letter address- 
ed to Synod, by Lot Stirling, a man of co- 
lour, was read, praying for aid from the Sy- 
nod in his efforts to purchase the freedom of 
his wife and children from slavery. 

This letter was, on motion, referred to 
the special committee formerly appointed in 
the case of Titus Basfield, and Mr. Beve- 
ridge was added to said committee. 

The report of Mr. Heron on the mission 
to Cincinnati, was read as follows, and, on 

















motion, referred to the committee of sup- 
plies. 

In compliance with Synodical appointment I left 
home in the latter part of July, and reached Cincin- 
nati in time to commence my missionary labors on 
the Ist Sabbath of August 

I found the state of things more unfavorable than 
I had anticipated. The number of people attached 
to our communion was small. ‘They had no place of 
worship of their own, and not having received any 
correct information respecting the time that I was 
to be with them, (although I had previously written 
to them on the subject) it was with much difficulty 
that a place, at all suitable for the accommedation of 
a worshipping assembly, was procured. Cincinnati 
is not supplied with that yariety of public buildings 
which distinguishes our eastern cities; and there is 
sucha variety of religious sects, and these split in- 
to so many fragments, destitute of permanent places 
of worship, that almost every spot, that can at all ac- 
commodate a worshipping assembly, is occupied. 
The consequence of this state of things was, that 
during my stay inthe city we were much tossed 
about from place to place, as during no portion of 
the time had wea place of worship that could be 
considered as commodious. Although I had received 
my appointment from the Synod, 1 considered my- 
self as subject to the authority of the Presbytery of 
Miami, and dependent on them for specific instruc- 
tions. Accordingly by the appointment of said Pres- 
bytery, I proceeded before the expiration of my mis- 
sion to organize the congregation and administer the 
seals of the covenant. During the whole period of 
mv labors the audiences continued small, but still it 
was somewhat encouraging to perceive that there 
was something of a gradual increase. It would have 
afforded me much satisfaction to have remained with 
them the whole four months that the Synod had ap- 
pointed. This, however, was impracticable, owing 
to the state of the roads between Cincinnati and the 
place of my residence. But I considered myself as 
having substantially fulfilled my appointment, as I 
was absent from my charge nearly four months and 
a half, and provision was made for the supply of my 
pulpit only for three months of that time. 

Mr. Thompson who was appointed to officiate in 
my place, fulfilled his appointment with great ac- 
ceptability to all concerned. It was a source of much 
gratification to me that at my departure from Cincin- 
nati, the Presbytery of Miami with commendable 
zeal, by the assumption of a considerable portion of 
personal labor, made such provision for our destitute 
people in the city as was calculated to keep up a 
regular (though not coastant) dispensation of Gos- 
pel ordinances till the present meeting of Synod. 

It now remains for Synod to adopt measures for 
carrying forward the work begun. I cannot flatter 
the Synod with the prospect of great encouragement, 
or large accessions immediately to our communion, 
But the encouragement appears to me sufficient to 
warrant the antictpation that steady perseverance in 
the use of appointed means, with dependence on the 
divine blessing will ultimately succeed. The standard 
of the reformation has been raised, amidst great dis- 
couragements, and should it be permitted now to 
sink for want of support, a heavy responsibility will 
be incurred. The beginnings indeed, are small, but 
the Lord can make the Jatter end greatly to increase, 
And it has afforded me no small consolation to reflect 
that some of the most distinguished churches of the 
apostolic age, rose from small beginnings, and under 
circumstances far more appalling. 

I know of no spot the occupancy of which appears 
to me more important to the secession cause than 
Cincinnati. Its local situation renders it an exceed. 
ingly important link in the chain of connection among 
our western churches; and the unparalleled rapidity 
of its increase in wealth and population, proclaims 
that no time should be lost, and that no practicable 
cost or efforts should be spared on its behalf. Emi- 
grants from every portion of the Union, especially 
mechanics, are pouriug into it with unexampled ra- 
idity; and surely we ought to see to it, that such of 

Vou. 1x. 
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our people as find it ampecinnt to make it the place 
of their abode, may not have cause to be “ sorrowful 
for the solemn assembly,” nor be exposed to the tor- 
rent of error and infidelity which is sweeping over 
the length and breadth of our land, and which per- 
haps no where rages more, and meets with fewer 
checks than in that city. Since my return home, I 
have heard of some movements among our people at 
Cincinnati, which indicate a wish to havea stated 
dispensation of gospel ordinances established among 
them. As, however, I have heard nothing but from 
general and vague report, it would be improper for 
me to say much on the subject. I would barely re- 
mark that however commendable the spirit which 
such an effort manifests, 1 fear it is somewhat pre- 
mature. Before the expiration of my mission, the 
idea was suggested of applying to the Synod fora 
stated supply of one year. The idea met my appro- 
bation then, and in reflecting on it since I have been 
more and more convinced that it would be a judi¢ious 
measure. I would then, respectfully suggest to the 
Synod the propriety of appointing some individual 
without a charge, and possessing such qualifications 
as the peculiarity of the station demands, to supply 
them for one whole year, and to commence his la- 
bors immediately. If, however, such a measure 
should be found practicable and expedient, it will 
probably be necessary for the Synod to defray some 
portion of the expense from its own funds; and when 
the importance of the object is considered, I trust 
the Synod will not for a moment hesitate. Cincin- 
uati has been called the “ Philadelphia of the west,” 
and bids fair to rival its eastern archetype in popula- 
tion and commercial enterprise. May the [ord 
grant that it may not only rival but excel it in 
knowledge and attachment to the principles of the 
Reformation. Respectfully submitted. 
ANDREW HERON 
May Ist, 1832. 


The report of the Presbytery of Cam- 
bridge was read as follows, and, on motion, 
laid on the table. 

REPORT 
Of the Presbytery of Cambridge. 

In reporting to Synod, we have no great or con- 
spicuous change, in the state of practical religion, to 
record. We cannot complain of a want of outward 
attention to the ordinances of the gospel, or a want 
of liberality in supporting them, or of any great or 
visible defect in the outward duties of Christian life: 
so far our people afford reasonable ground of hope 
that they receive not the grace of God in vain. Yet 
in the progress of ministerial intercourse and of judi- 
cial eegnizance, circumstances fall under our ob- 
servation that give evidence of great and increasing 
deficiency in a particular knowledge of the peculiar 
principles of the Associate Church. And many, who 
understand them theoretically, manifest no particu- 
lar regard towards them whatever. At the same time 
it is found to be extremely difficult, and frequently, 
altogether impracticable, to fix the attention of the 
rising generation on such subjects. Yet are they the 
principal reasons which we have for continuing to 
be a distinct Christian society. Although the pro- 
gress of this defection has not, at any one time, been 
80 great as to create any sudden alarm, yet we ought 
not to hide from our eyes, that much sooner than 
may be expected, it may go near to extinguish the 
knowledge and Jife of our witnessing profession, and 
ripen the people of our communion for division. And 
in so far as the numbers of our members and congre- 
gations are increasing faster than the understanding 
and love of the peculiar doctrines of our profession, 
it is hastening us on to this event. 

If the united wisdom of this Synod could suggest 
any means that might contribute, more effectually, 
to preserve and extend the knowledge of our princi- 
ples among our people, especially such as are pecu- 
liar to the profession of the Associate Church, we 
think it is loudly called for. 

In the congregation of Putnam, the solemn duty of 
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covenanting was engaged in last June, when the bond 
was sworn and subscribed by forty-six members of 
the congregation. Scme of our congregations are 
preparing for this daty. 

We are sorry to have it still to report, that our 
brother, Thomas Goodwillie, has not been so far re- 
stored to his health as to justify his resuming minis- 
terial labor, and is, we understand, on the continent 
of Europe. A cail from the congregation of North 
Argyle, for the Rey. Duncan Stalker, was presented 
tohim and accepted, and he was admitted to the 
pastoral inspection of that congregation, in October 
last. 

Mr. Irvine offered to resign his charge of Hebron 
congregation, in September last, which the Presby- 
tery agreed to accept ; and that congregation was de- 
clared vacant accordingly. 

A call was given to David Gordon, a licentiate, by 
the Associate congregation of Salem. A call for the 
same candidate came out in the Presbytery of Alba- 
ny, which they agreed to present to him in February 
last, and to acquaint our Presbytery with this reso- 
lution, Whereupon it was agreed to transmit our 
call by a commission from the congregation of Sa- 
lem, to be presented with theirs, Our eall was pre- 
ferred, and Mr. D. Gordon was ordained in the said 
congregation of Salem, oa the 2d day of this instant. 
Several of our age apr have gone into opera- 
tion upon the plan, for circulating the Scriptures, 
adopted by Synod, and have transmitted io us the 
sums annexed to their names, an account of which 
will be given to Synod. 

We have to lament the death of a valuable mem- 
ber of the executive commiticee appointed by Syn d 
for this purpose, James MeDougal, ef South Argyle; 
whose diligence and great concern in circulating the 
Scriptures, for a number of years, is widely know n, 
and will make his loss to be deeply felt. In his last 


willand testament, he has left for Synod the sum of 


five hundred dollars, partly in money and partly in 
books. 

We have deemed it expedient to use means to en- 
courage and aid the erection of societies, among our 
people, long known in the Secession church by the 
name of fellowship meetings ; the number of whic %, 
we regret to say, has been hitherto very limited ; 
and for this purpose to digest and publish a variety 
of rules and directions, for the use of such societies. 

In the case of Dr. Bullions, which was laid before 
Synod, at its last meeting, for advice how to proceed 
in issuing it, with accompanying papers, Synod di- 
rected that Dr. B. be enjoined to submit to the cen- 
sure which his Presbytery had ogreed to inflict, 
without any limitation. 

This submission was required of Dr B. in Sep- 
tember last, and by him refused. A delay of further 
proceedings, till our next ordinary*meeting in Febru- 
ry, was moved and carried. At our meeting in Feb- 
ruary, this submission was again required from Dr. 
B., and again refused. Whercon Presbytery voted 
tu suspend Dr. B. from the exercise of his ministry, 
for disobedience, until he submit to the censure vot- 

ed according to the Synod’s direction Against this 
decision Dr. B. protested, and appealed to Synod, to 
meet in Philadelphia, and has continued exercisiug 
his ministry. His reasons of protest with Presby- 
tery’s answers to the same,and extracts from the mi- 
nutes on the case, are herewith transmitted. 

At a meeting, February 29, a memerial from the 
session of C ambridge was read in Presbytery, 
which gave reason to expect that Dr. B. was now 
ready to submit to the admonition without limita- 
tion ; and Presbytery agreed to ask Dr. B. if he was 
ready to submit But he Was not ready, exce pt with 
the limitation of not approving of Pre sbytery’ s deci- 
sion respecting the last two se entenees. At our meet- 
ing, April 30, another paper from Cambridge session 
was read, stating that Dr. B had given it from un- 
der his hand that he would submit according to the 
terms of their own memorial ; and that thereon they 
had continued to wait on him in his ministry.— 
Whereupon it was moved and carried, to take up 
again Dr. B.’s case. Against this decision, Messrs. 
Millar and Gordon protested, but after some conyver- 





sation, a motion to postpone the farther considera- 
tion of the case was agreed to. 

It may likewise not be improper to mention, in 
this connection, that an anonymous pamphlet has 
been published, professing to give “ a true and faith- 
ful history of Dr. Bs trial;” in which the truth _ 
been grossly misrepresented, and the Presbyter 
Cambridge, together with the Presbytery of C 4 
tiers, and the Synod, has been calumniated and slan- 
dered. It insinuates that the author is amenable to 
the authority of this church, if not a minister, and 
appeals to Dr. B. for the truth of every fact which 
it states. Whether ary ordei can o1 ought to be tak- 
en, in relation to it, we leave Synod to judge. 

The records of Presbyteries being called 
for, Messrs. Adams and ‘Beveridge were ap- 
pointed to review the records of the Pres- 
bytery of Cambridge : 

Messrs. Stalker and Wilson, those of the 
Presbytery of Albany : 

Dr. Ramsay and Mr. Anderson, those of 
Philadelphia : 

Messrs. Walker and A. Gordon, those of 
the Carolinas : and, 

Messrs. Martin and Easton, those of Mi- 
ami. 

From the Presbyteries of Muskingum, 
Ohio, Chartiers, and Allegheny, no records 
were brought up. 

Excuses for the absence of Messrs. Han- 
na and Murray, were offered, and sustained. 

On motion, resolved, that a standing com- 
mittee on the Theological Seminary be ap- 
pointed. Dr. Ramsay, and Messrs. Heron 
and Adams, were appointed said committee. 

Agreed to spend a portion of to-morrow’s 
forenoon sederunt in the exercises of prayer 
and praise; and Messrs. Pringle, Stalk- 
er, and D. Gordon, were appointed to lead 
in these exercises. 

The committee of arrangement reported in 
part,and the report was received and adopted. 

Proceeded to the consideration of the bu- 
siness referred to in the report of the Pres- 
bytery of Cambridge, respecting the protest 
of Dr. Bullions against the decision of said 
Presbytery in his case, and his appeal to the 
Synod. 

Extracts from the minutes of the Presby- 
tery of Cambridge, relative to tho case, 
were read, and the appeal decided to be re- 
gularly before the Synod. 

The reasons of protest were then read, 
and the answers to said reasons. Before the 
parties were fully heard, the Synod adjourn- 
ed till the usual hour to-morrow morning. 

Closed with prayer. 

Fripay, May 25. 

The Synod met, and was opened with 
prayer. 

Members present as above, together with 
Messrs. W. Willson and A. Donnan, min- 
isters, from the Presbytery of Chartiers ; 


r 
ad 
ia 












01 MINUTES 


~ 


Jamies Hutchinson, ruling elder, from the 
Presbytery of Philadelphia ; and John High- 
et, ruling elder, from the Presbytery of Al- 
bany. 

After the religious exercises of the morn- 
ing, the minutes of the last sitting were read, 
and the excuses of Messrs. Wilson and Don- 
non, for absence from the former sittings, 
were heard and sustained. 

The reports of the Presbyteries of Phila- 
delphia and Albany, were read as follows, 
and, on motion, referred to the committee of 
supplies. 

REPORT 
Of the Presbytery of Philadelphia. 

The state of religion, and the situation of the con- 
gregations under our inspection, continue nearly the 
same as when we last reported to Synod. And while 
we have to lament the open denial of many of Christ’s 
precious truths, and the abounding of error around 
us; yet we would desire, with gratitude, to remem- 
ber the kindness of the Lord, in enabling our peo- 
ple to remain steadfast in defence of the truth 5 and 
to express our thankfulness for the measure of peace 
and prosperity that we enjoy. It may be proper to 
notice that a call from the united congregations of 
Guinston and Lower Chanceford, for Mr. W. Dou- 
thet, has, at the request of said congregations, been 
withdrawn ; and it is their earnest desire, in which 
Presbytery would concur, that Mr. Graham be ap- 
pointed their constant supply for one year. Our vene- 
rable father, the Rev. F. Pringle, has, owing to in- 
firmity and indisposition, been forced to tender his 
resignation of the pastoral charge of the congrega- 
tions of Carlisle and Dickenson, and they are now in 
the list of our vacancies, Petitions have been re- 
ceived from individuals in Jusiata township, Perry 
county, from the borough of Lewistown, from East 
and West Kishacoguillas, and other parts of the 
county of Mifflin, for supply of ordinances ; and 
these, together with the destitute condition of for- 
mer vacancies, induce Presbytery earnestly to soli- 
cit as liberal a proportion of supplies as may be at 
the disposal of Synod 

Signed by order of Presbytery, 
F. PRINGLE, Moderator. 
W. Easton, Presby. Clerk. 


REPORT 
Of the Associate Presbytery of Albany. 

The Presbytery feel bound to acknowledge the 
goodness of the Head of the church toward that por- 
tion committed to their oversight. ‘Though the addi- 
tions to our churches have not been numerous during 
the past year, there has been in some of them an in- 
creased attention to gospel ordinances, and in our 
vacancies a strong desire manifested to obtain a sta- 
ted ministry. And we may notice as a favorable cir- 
cumstance, that while we are constrained to admit 
that there is much ignorance of and indifference to 
our peculiar principles, our people have in general 
increased in knowledge, and are becoming more de- 
cidedly attached to these principles than formerly. 

At the meeting in October 1831, a call from the 
Associate congregation of Dumfries | pper Canada, 
for Mr. D. Gordon preacher, was sustained, and a 
special meeting of the Presbytery appointed to pre- 
sent-said call to the candidate. It being understood 
that there was a callin the hands of the Associate 
Presbytery of Cambridge for Mr. Gordon, informa- 
tion of the proposed meeting of our Presbytery and 
its object, was communicated to that Presbytery, 
and the competing calls were at the appointed time 
presented, and that from Cambridge Presbytery ac- 
cepted. > ; 

At the same meeting a call from the second Asso- 
ciate congregation of New-York for the Rev. James 
Irvine, late of Cambridge Presbytery, was sustained, 


OF SYNOD. 22 


and the candidate being present the call was pres 
sented and accepted, and Mr. Irvine was installed 
Pastor of said congregation on the 17th of Novem- 
ber 1831. 

At the sdme meeting Mr. John Easton who had 
studied one year under the care of Presbytery, hav- 
ing signified his intention to attend the Theological 
Seminary it was agreed to certify his standing. Mr. 
George Halla graduate of Union College was at the 
same time admitted to the study of Divinity, and re- 
commended to the Professor. 4 

Ata meeting of Presbytery in November 183], 
Mr. John Graham preacher from the Associate Syn- 
od of original seceders, having expressed his adhe- 
rence to the subordinate standards of our church, 
was received as a preacher under our care 

Ata meeting on May ist 1852 a petition from sun- 
dry individuals in Newark,New-Jersey praying to be 
organized as a Congregation, and for supply of ser- 
mon was granted, and the organization has since ta- 
ken place; by which means ancther has been added 
to the list of our vacancies 

Ata meeting on the 24th of May 1832, a call from 
the Associate congregation of Bovina, for Mr. John 
Graham, preacher, was sustained, but has not yet 
been presented. 

At the meeting in May, Presbytery had an extraju- 
dicial conversation with Mr. P. Buallions in reference 
to his returning to the ministry, and he expressed a 
willingness to return to the exercise of his office as 
soon as circumstances would admit, but stated that 
at present he had no prospect of being able to do so. 
Presbyte ry he pe that Synod will vive them as liber- 
al a portion of supply as possible, and would espe- 
cially urge upon Synod the necessity of immediate 
attention to our vacancies in Canada. The re jection 
of the call from Dumfries has been most discourag- 
ing to the vacancies, and, if substantial proof is not 
soon given that it is the intention of Synod to sus- 
tain that mission, may be attended with the most 
disastrous consequences to our cause 
province. By order of Presbytery 

JOHN G. SMART, Clerk. 


in the upper 


Requests were made in behalf of the Pres- 
byteries of Chartiers and Miami, that the 
Synod would, in their case, dispense with 
the standiug rule which excludes Presbyte- 
rial reports after this sitting, which requests 
were granted. 

The Presbytery of Cambridge 1 quested 
that their report might be returned to them, 
pie alee 


for . 1 " } , “ “ 
io! t 1e@ | ur} ose ol si Py ying an omission, 


— 


Mr. Stark asked and obtained leave of 
lias 
absence. 

Phe following additional report of the 


Presbytery of Cambridee 
read, to wit : 

We have to acknowledge the kindness of Albany 
Presbytery, in allowing us the services of Mr. Gra- 
ham for some time. We have still one vacanc y be- 
sides the congregatior of Barnet. to supply, together 
with the eastern mission, to which we have been able 
to do nothing, for want of supply. We solicit, there- 


» Was given in and 





fore, as much suppty as Synod can,in their present 
scarcity of preachers, allow 


) } ] } » 
Proceeded to the busin ss lelt unfinished 


last eve hing, viz. the protest and appe al of 
Dr Bull; Parti es 
£ JUTLIONS,. irties were heard In <¢ 
tinuation and removed, 
journed till the usual hour 


Closed with prayer. 


Oone- 
and the Synod ad 


Aad- 
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3 o’CLOCK P. M. 

The Synod met and was opened with 
prayer. 

Members present as above, together with 
James Templeton, minister, from the Pres- 
bytery of Miami. 

Read the minutes of last sitting. 

The committee appointed last year, on 
the question respecting the celebration of 
marriage on the;Lord’s day,reported, and their 
report was, on motion, laid on the table. 

The committee appointed on Dr. Mur- 
dock’s communication, respecting the act of 
incorporation, reported, and, on motion, their 
report was laid on the table. 

Proceeded to the business left unfinished 
in the forenoon, viz : Dr. Bullions’ protest. 
The remarks of the members of Synod were 
heard in rotation. Before going through the 
roll, the Synod adjourned till the usual hour 
to-morrow morning. 

Closed with prayer. 


Sarurpay Morninc, May 26. 

The Synod met, and was opened with 
prayer. 

Members present as above, with the ad- 
dition of Messrs. William Morris and James 
Auld, ruling elders, both from the Presby- 
tery of Philadelphia. 

The minutes of last sitting being read, 
the excuse of the Rev. S. Irvine, for ab- 
sence from the present meeting of Synod, 
was offered and sustained. 

The committee appointed to confer with 
Mr. Daniel Murphy, relative to his accep- 
tance of the office of Synod’s treasurer, re- 
ported, that Mr. Murphy agreed to accept 
the appointment. 

The report of the Presbytery of Char- 
tiers was read as follows, and, on motion, 
laid on the table. 


REPORT 
Of the Presbytery of Chartiers. 


The supply appointed to us at last meeting was 
duly received. Mr. James Rodgers having accepted 
a call from the united congregations of Noblesburgh 
and Ohio, was, in September last, ordained to the 
holy ministry, and to the pastoral charge of these 
congregations. Mr Samuel Douthet, a graduate of 
the Western University of Pennsylvania, was admit- 
ted to the study of theology, but with consent of 
Presbytery, did not enter the Hall till the beginning 
of February. A call for Mr. James Wallace, from the 
united congregations of Service and King’s Creek, 
has been sustained, and is herewith laid on the ta- 
ble. It is the earnest desire of this Presbytery, that 
the Synod would. if possible, at this meeting, come 
to an issue of their deliberations respecting the Tes- 
timony of Original Seceders in Scotland. 

ALEXANDER DONNAN, Mod. Pro Tem. 
James Ramsay, Presby. Clerk. 


The call for Mr. James Wallace, from the 
congregation of Service and King’s Creek, 
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referred to in the above report, was read, 
and, on motion, laid on the table 

Resumed the consideration of the business 
left unfinished last evening, viz: the pro- 
test and appeal of Dr. Bullions, After a 
full discussion, the question was put, ‘* Sus- 
tain the appeal, or not,” and carried, ** Not 
sustain.” 

Adjourned till the usual hour. 

Closed with prayer. 

3 o’CLOCK P. M. 

The Synod met and was opened with 
prayer. 

Members present, as above. 

After reading the minutes of last sitting, 
the Synod proceeded to issue the business 
left unfinished in the forenoon sederunt, viz: 
the case of Dr. Bullions. After some con- 
versation the following resolution was offer- 
ed and adopted, viz: 

Resolved, That the sentence of admoni- 
tion passed by the Presbytery of Cambridge 
upon Dr. Bullions be now executed, agreea- 
bly to the direction of the Synod of last year, 
and that he be restored to the exercise of his 
office. 

At the request of the Moderator, Mr. 
Pringle the senior member of Synod took 
the chair, and administered the admonition ; 
and the Synod adjourned till Monday morn- 
ing at the usual hour. 

Closed with prayer. 

Monpay, May 28th. 

The Synod met and was opened with 
prayer. 

Members present as above, except Mr. 
Highet, whose excuse for absence was offer- 
ed and sustained. 

The report of the Presbytery of Miami 
was read as follows, and on motion laid on 
the table. 

REPORT 
Of the Presbytery of Miami. 
The Presbytery of Miami to the Associate Synod, 
report as follows, viz:— 

Since our last communication to Synod the Rey. 
N. Ingles was according to appointment of Pres- 
bytery, solemnly installed pastor of the United con- 
gregations of Racoon and Burnet’s creek, on the 
17th of September 1531. Mr. John Wallace, whom 
we reported in our last to have accepted of a call 
from the united cengregations of Carmel and Clark, 
was ordained to the office of the holy ministry 
without relation to any particular charge, on the 6th 
April 1832. Upon account of continued ill health he 
deemed it his duty to decline for the present a final 
settlement and instalment, but has agreed to accept 
of the call, upon permission given him with the con- 
peices Sera, of making further trial of his 

ealth for six months; part of which time it is his 
intention to spend in travelling. Some families who 
reside in and near Bellefontaine, Logan county, Ohio, 
having been for some time supplied with preaching 
have been organized, and united with the congrega- 
tion of Darby. In these tnited congregations a call 
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has been moderated and sustained for Mr. James 
Wallace, which is herewith transmitted. Two calls 
have also been made out and sustained for the Rev. 
Andrew Heron, who has for some time acted as mis- 
sionary in our bounds under appointment of Synod; 
the one from the congregation of Cincinnati, and the 
other from that of Cesar Creek. These calls are also 
transmitted for the disposal of Synod. An authen- 
ticated copy ofa call has been received for the Rev. 
James C. Bruce, from Henderson River, Warren 
county, Illinois. The call has been sustained, and is 
retained in the hands of Presbytery in order to be 
presented, Mr. Bruce being notified of the time and 
place of our next meeting It is hoped that the Sy- 
nod will see the expediency of continuing Mr. Bruce 
for some time longer in our borders. We are happy 
to state that another of our congregations, to wit, that 
of Pistol Creek, and Big Spring, Blount county, 
Tennessee. has lately observed with great unanimie 
ty, the duty of public solemn covenanting. ‘The late 
act on slavery has been executed in our bounds, so 
faras practicable. Grateful for the portion of sup- 
plies allotted us the last year, and which has been 
received, with the exception of the appointed por- 
tion of Mr. Samuel! Hindman’s time, whom we un- 
derstand to have accepted a call, we hope that Syn- 
od will continue in this respect to extend to us their 
former liberality. By order of Presbytery. 
D. CARSON, Pby. Clerk, pro. tem. 


The calls for Mr. Heron from Cincinnati 
and Caesar’s Creek, referred to in the above 
report, were read, and on motion, laid on the 
table. 

The following resolution was offered, viz: 

Resolved, That as the Presbytery of 
Cambridge had admitted the protest and ap- 
peal of Dr. Builions against their sentence 
suspending him from the exercise of his min- 
isterial office, which should have suspended 
the execution of the sentence, the Synod 
agree to express their disapprobation of the 
attempt, subsequently made, by that Presby- 
tery to execute their sentence. 

After some discussion the following mo- 
tion was made and carried, viz, that the 
above resolution be indefinitely postponed, 
there being no evidence of the facts as sta- 
ted, and the Presbytery having no previous 
notice of the motion. 

From this decision Messrs. Beveridge, 
Heron, and Adams, caused their dissent to 
be marked, for reasons to be given in. 

On motion proceeded to the disposal of the 
calls laid on the Synod’s table. 

In reference to the calls for Mr. Heron, 
the following resolution was offered and 
adopted, V1Z: 

Resolved, That the common order in such 
cases be dispensed with in this case, on ac- 
count of its peculiar circumstances, and that 
the calls from Miami Presbytery be pre- 
sented. 

The calls were accordingly presented, and 
the call from Cesar’s Creek accepted, 

The competing calls for Mr. James Wal- 
lace, were called up, and in reference to them 
t was, on motion, 


‘ 
at 


- ‘ 

Resolved, That Mr. Wallace have his 
choice of Presbyteries, viz: Chartiers, Ohio, 
Miami, and Muskingum. 

Mr. Wallace was accordingly called upon 
to make his choice, and selected the Presby- 
tery of Miami. 

The following students were ordered to 
be taken on trial for license, viz: Wil- 
liam McClelland, and Thomas Wilson, both 
by the Presbytery of Chartiers. 

Adjourned till the usual hour. 

Closed with prayer. 

3 o’CLOCK P. M. 

The Synod met and was opened with 
prayer. 

Members present as above. 

The minutes of last sitting being read, 
Mr. Alexander Wilson ruling elder, asked 
and obtained leave of absence during the re- 
maining sittings of the Synod. 

A petition from certain members of the 
Presbytery of Chartiers, praying for a di- 
vision of said Presbytery, for reasons assign- 
ed in the petition, was read, and on motion 
referred to a select committee, consisting of 
Messrs. Walker, Martin, and Anderson. 

Reasons of dissent by Messrs. Beveridge, 
Adams, and Heron, from the Synod’s decis- 
ion, of the forenoon sederunt in the case of 
Dr. Bullions and the Presbytery of Cam- 
bridge, were read ; and Messrs. Martin and 
Walker were appointed a committee to an- 
swer said reasons. 

; REASONS 

Of dissent from the decision of the Synod, post- 
poning indefinitely a resolution to disapprove of the 
conduct of the Presbytery of Cambridge, in endea- 
voring to execute the sentence of suspension upon 
Dr. Bullions, after admitting his protest and appeal. 

The subscribers dissent from this decision, be- 
cause it is chiefly founded on a reason not strictly 
agreeing with facts, viz: That there was no evidence 
that the Presbytery had endeavored to execute their 
sentence. It was stated by several members of said 
Presbytery, before Synod, that some of their num- 
ber had been sent to occupy Doct. Bullions’ pulpit, 
in consequence of his suspension; his right to a seat 
in Synod was questioned on the ground of his having 
been suspended by the Presbytery, and it was well 
known that he had been refused a seat in the Pres- 
bytcry itself. These things were stated before the 
resolution for postponement was passed How then 
could it be said that there was no evidence of the 
facts alleged in the resolution postponed? If the evi- 
dence had not been given officially, it could easily 
have been obtatned in this form; and if the Presby- 
tery desired time to prepare a defence, this could 
have been granted without an indefinite postpone- 
ment. 

The subscribers regard this measure of the Pres- 
bytery, as arising from oversight, and not from any 
intentional perversion of justice; yet feel bound to 
dissent from a course of procedure, which, if dmit- 
ted as a precedent, would destroy the very end of an 
appeal, which is to suspend the execution of a sen- 
tence, until the case is tried before the court to 
which the appeal is made. There may be cases 
where it would be proper forthwith to execute the 
sentence cf the court, but in these cases the ap- 
peal should be refused ; and then the proper resort of 
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the accused, if aggrieved by the decision, is to ap- 
peal against this refusal of his appeal. But when the 
appeal is admitted, it amounts to a consent that the 
matter should go before the superior court. See 
Pardovan’s Collections, Book 4, ‘Tit. 5, See. 11. 
T. BEVERIDGE, 
JAMES ADAMS, 
ANDREW HERON. 


Extracts from the minutes of the Presby- 
tery of Miami were read, relative to a pro- 
test and appeal by the Rev. James Adams 
and Messrs. Joseph Kyle and James Gallo- 
way, against a decision of said Presbytery 
reversing the decision of the session of Mas- 
sies Creek congregation in the case of Tho- 
mas Mealy Esq. charged with irregular con- 
duct in celebrating marriage without publi- 
cation of banns. All the documents con- 
nected with the case were read, and on mo- 
tion laid, for the present, on the table. 

Adjourned till 8 o’clock this evening. 

Closed with prayer. 

8 o’CLOCK P. M. 

The Synod met and was opened with 
prayer. 

Members present as above. 

Read the minutes of last sitting. 

Extracts from the minutes of the Presby- 
tery of Miami were read relative to a pro- 
test and appeal by John Sterret against a 
deed of said Presbytery, confirming a de- 
cision of the session of Massies Creek con- 
gregation, in his case. All the documents 
relating to the case were read, and the ap- 
peal decided to be regularly before the Synod. 

A communication was read from Mr. Ster- 
ret, enforcing his appeal; and the Presby- 
tery of Miami were heard in support of 
their decision. 

The parties were then removed, and after 
the remarks of members, the question was 


put ‘sustain the appeal or not ?” and car- 
ried ** not sustain.”’ 
From this decision Messrs. Walker, 


Hindman, Geery and Webster, craved their 
dissent to be marked. 

A written excuse was offered for the ab- 
sence of Dr. Bruce from the present meet- 
ing of Synod, but not sustained. 

The standing committee on the Theolo- 
gical seminary presented a report, which 
was, on motion, laid on the table. 

On motion proceeded to the election of an 
executive committee for the Bible association. 

The following gentlemen were appointed, 
viz: Mr. William Stevenson of Cambridge, 
Rev. James Martin of Albany, Rev. James 
Irvine, and Messrs. William Whitewright, 
and James Geery of New-York. 

The Rev. Thomas Beveridge of Phila- 
delphia, was appointed treasurer and deposi- 
tary. 
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Adjourned till the usual hour to-morrow 
morning. 

Closed with prayer. 

Turspay, May 29th. 

The Synod met and opened with prayer. 

Members present as above. 

Read the minutes of last sitting. 

A communication relative to the act of 
incorporation was read, and on motion, re- 
ferred to the select committee formerly ap- 
pointed on that subject. 

The report of the standing committee on 
the Theological Seminary given in last eve- 
ning, was, on motion, taken up anc after 
discussion adopted, as follows, viz: 

Your committee having had the subject 
of the Theological Seminary under their 
consideration, respectfully recommend the 
adoption of the following measures, viz: 

1. That the Synod proceed at the present 
meeting to the appointment of a professor of 
Biblical literature, and ecclesiastical history. 

2. That the Board of Managers be in- 
structed to require each professor, before en- 
tering on the duties of his office, to make and 
subscribe the following declaration and pro- 
mise, viz: 

** T declare that I approve with all my heart 
the whole system of doctrine, worship, disci- 
pline, and government, taught in the stand- 
ards of the Associate church ; and I promise 
that I will study to teach accordingly ; and 
that I will not teach any contrary doctrine, 
or encourage any contrary practice, while I 
remain a teacher in this institution.” 

3. That in order to acquaint our students 
more fully with secession principles, and pre- 
pare them for their illustration and defence, 
it shall be the duty of the professor of di- 
dactic theology, not only to exhibit the dis- 
tinguishing principles of our profession, as 
they may be connected with his course of 
lectures ; but also to devote a portion of each 
course to a series of lectures, the immediate 
object of which shall be to illustrate our distin- 
guishing principles, in their connection with, 
and bearings upon, each other as a system. 

JAMES RAMSAY 
ANDREW HERON. 
JAMES ADAMS. 


In pursuance of the object of the above 
report as adopted, it was on motion, 

Resolved, That the salary of the profes- 
sor about to be elected, shall be fixed at 
$500 dollars per annum, and that should 
said professor obtain a pastoral charge, the 
salary promised by such charge shall be de- 
ducted. 

On motion resolved, that the copies of 
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the book of discipline remaining on hand, be 
disposed of at the rate of 64 cents per copy. 

The order of the day was on motion dis- 
pensed with, in order to make way for the 
reasons of protest against the Synod’s en- 
actment of last year, on the subject of slavery. 

These reasons of protest were read, and 
Messrs. Scroggs, Walker, and Martin, were 
appointed a committee to draught answers, 

with orders to report as soon as practicable. 

The next meeting of Synod was appoint- 
ed to be held at Massies Creek, on the first 
Wedne sday of October next. 

Adjourned till the usual hour. 

Closed with prayer. 

3 O’CLOCK P. M. 

The Synod met and was opened with 
prayer. 

Members present as above. 

Read the minutes of last sitting. 

A communication addressed by Mr. John 


McAllister of Philadelphia to the Clerk of 


Synod was received relative to the bequest 
of Mr. John McAllister deceased, to the 
Theological Seminaries. 
tion, 


This communica- 
on motion, laid on the table. 

On motion, the vote of the former sede- 
runt fixing the time and place of the next 
meeting of Synod, was reconsidered, and 
the next meeting was appointed to be held 


was, 


at Canonsburgh on the Ist Wednesday of 


October, 1833. 

The protest and appeal of Messrs. Adams, 
Kyle, and Galloway, against the decision of 
the Presbytery of Miami, in the case of 
‘Thomas Mealy Esq. was on motion taken up. 

The necessary documents connected with 
, were read, and the partie s heard ; 
but before the remarks were concluded, the 
Synod 

Adjourned till 8 o’clock in the evening. 

Closed with prayer. . 


the case 


8 o’CLOCK P. M. 
The Synod and was opened with 
prayer. 

Members present as above, except Dr. 
Bullions, Messrs, Scroggs and Smart, ab- 
sent without leave : 

The minutes of the last sitting being read, 
the Synod resumed the consideration of the 
business left unfinished in the afternoon se- 
derunt. Parties were further heard and re- 
moved. 


met 


‘Lhe members of Synod then expressed 
their views; and after a free discussion the 
question was put, ‘‘sustain the appeal or not?” 


and carried, ** 
Mr. Geery asked and obtained leave of 
ibsence for to-morrow forenoon. 


not sustain.”? 


Adjourned till the usual hour to-morrow 
morning. 
Closed with prayer. 


Wepnespay, May 30th. 

The Synod met and was opened with 
pre ayer. 

Members prese nt as above. 

Read the ae s of last sitting. 

Mr. Pringle craved leave to mark his dis- 
sent from the decision of last evening, refu- 
sing to sustain the appeal from the decision 
of the Miami Presbytery in the case of 
Thomas Mealy, which request was granted. 

Dr. Bullions’ excuse for absence last eve- 
ning was heard and sustained. The excuses 
of Messrs. Scroggs and Smart were not sus- 
tained. 

The committee ap ypointed to examine the 
records of the Presbyteries of Albany and 
the Carolinas reported, and their reports were 
accep ited. 

On motion, 


ned 


it was resolved, that the Sy- 
will adjourn on or before Friday eve- 
ning of this week. 

Mr. Miller asked and obtained leave of 
absence for the remainder of this sitting. 

The call from Mr. Thompson from the 
United congregation of Gilead, Cambridge, 
and New Sterling, referred to Synod by the 
Presbytery of the Carolinas, was presented 
to Mr. T hompson and re je ected. 

Mr. Smart asked and obtained leave of 
absence from the remaining sittings of Synod. 

The attention of Synod being again called 
to the business issued at last evening’s se- 
derunt, the following resolution was offered 
and adopted, viz: ' 

Resolved, That though Synod have af- 
firmed the deed of the Presbyte ‘ry of Miami, 
in the of Thomas Mealy Esq., ana 
maintained the charge against him to be re- 
levant, yet it is the judgment of Synod that 
the session cf Massies Creek, should dismiss 
the case on the ground that he was not aware 
that the rule of Synod respecting publication 
of banns extended to him as 
the Peace. 

Mr. Adams offered reasons of protest 
against the decision of last evening in the 
above cases, which protest was admitted, 
and Messrs. Walker, A. Gordon, and An- 


derson, were appointed a committee to an- 
swel said reasons 


case 


a Justice of 


While the above reasons of protest were 
under consideration, the following resolution 
was offered and adopted, ViZ: 


Resolve d, 


Synod 


That it is the judgment of this 


that protests are admissible in an ec- 
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clesiastical court of the last resort, but do 
not shield the protesters in disobedience. 

From this decision, Messrs. Donnan, Wm. 
Wilson, and A. Wilson, craved their dissent 
to be marked, for reasons to be given in. 

Proceeded to the order of the day, to wit, 
the testimony of the Associate Synod of Ori- 
ginal Seceders. After some discussion, but 
before coming to a decision, the Synod ad- 
journed till the usual hour. 

Closed with prayer. 

3 O'CLOCK P. M. 

The Synod met and was opened with 
prayer. 

Members present as above. 

The minutes of last sitting being read, 
Messrs. Lowrie and Hutchinson asked, and 
obtained leave of absence from the remain- 
ing sittings of Synod. 

The committee appointed on the case of 
Titus Basfield reported, and their report was 
adopted as follows, to wit: 


REPORT 

The Committe appointed on the letter of Titus 
Basfield (a free man of color) beg leave to report, 
that from his letter it appears that his desire is to 
obtain an education for the gospel ministry with a 
view, if the Lord open his way, to labor in one of 
the colonies of colored people. That he is yet in 
debt for his freedom tothe amount of about four 
hundred dollars. It also appears from the testimony 
of those who have had more or less acquaintance 
with him, together with the evidence contained in 
the letter referred to us, that he ought to be encour- 
aged and aided in the course he proposes to himself. 

Your Committee do not consider it necessary to 
state the facts which go to show that at no very re- 
mote period the free people of color, and among them 
some of the members of our own church may be 
compelled to leave these United States. 

Our duties as watchmen require us to devise ways 
and means to meet such an exigency, and provide 
them with the public and stated dispensation of gos- 

vel ordinances. We therefore recommend to Synod 
or adoption, the following resolutions: 

1. Resolved, That said Titus Basfield ought to be 
encouraged and aided as far as practicabie inthe pro- 
secution of an education for the ministry. 

2. Resolved, That it be recommended to our con- 
gregations to raise funds in addition to those already 
raised, either by collection or subscription. 

3 Resolved, that a committee of three be ap- 
pointed to take charge of the funds collected, to su- 
perintend his education, and report to Synod = And 
that the funds raised be transmitted to said com- 
mittee. D. CARSON. 

J. WALKER. 
J. ADAMS. 
T. BEVERIDGE. 


Proceeded to the appointment of the com- 
mittee contemplated in the third resolution 
of the above report, and Dr. Ramsay, 
Messrs. Carson and Walker, were appointed 
said committee. 

Mr. Reid asked and obtained leave of 
absence. 

The Synod proceeded with the business 
left unfinished in the forenoon, viz: the tes- 
timony of the Associate Synod of Original 
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Seceders. Aftor a free discussion, but be- 

fore coming to a decision, the Synod adjourn- 

ed till the usual hour to-morrow morning. 
Closed with prayer. 


Tuurspay, May 3ist. 

The Synod met and was opened with 
prayer. 

Members present as above. 

The minutes of last sitting being read, 
an overture on the subject of slavery, signed 
by Messrs. Miller and White, was read and 
on motion, laid on the table. 

On motion, resolved, that the treasurer be 
ordered to pay to Mr. H. Thompson, the 
sum of $25 30, as it appears that this bal- 
ance is due to Mr. Thompson for services 
performed in the Presbyteries of the Caro- 
linas and of Miami,—$19 30 in the former, 
and $6 00 in the latter. 

On motion resolved, that the aforesaid 
Presbyteries of the Carolinas and Miami be 
ordered to make up the above sum, and re- 
mit it to the Synod’s fund. 

A paper was given in by Dr. Bullions, 
containing a representation and complaint 
against the Presbytery of Cambridge. 

Another paper was read, signed by Messrs. 
Miller and A. Gordon, containing a request 
that Synod take some order in reference to 
the existing difficulties in the Presbytery of 
Cambridge. 

In order to issue these papers the follow- 
ing resolution was offered and adopted, viz: 

Resolved, That as some jndicial measures 
appear to be necessary to the restoration of 
peace and order in the Presbytery of Cam- 
bridge, and as Synod’s time at its present 
meeting will not allow that patient investi- 
gation which is necessary, a commission be 
now appointed to issue the cause now laid 
before Synod, and all matters relating to the 
peace of said Presbytery. 

In pursuance of the above resolution, 
Messrs. Beveridge, Walker, and Anderson, 
were appointed said commission, with au- 
thority to assume any additional members, 
whether ministers or ruling elders, with con- 
sent of parties. 

The commission were ordered to proceed 
to the business assigned them immediately 
after the adjournment of Synod; and the 
Presbytery of Cambridge were ordered to 
defray any additional expenses which may 
accrue to the members of the commission in 
consequence of this appointment. 

Dr. Bullions requested a copy of the pa- 
per given in by Messrs. Miller and Gordon, 
which request was granted. 

Dr. Bullions also gave in a paper purport- 
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ing to be a dissent from and protest against 
the Synod’s decision, rejecting his appeal from 
the decision of the Presbytery of Cambridge, 
suspending him from his ministerial office ; 
this protest was rejected. m 

The committe of supplies reported, and the 
report was on motion recommitted. 

Adjourned till the usual hour. 

Closed with prayer. 

3 o’CLOCK P, M. 

The Synod met and was opened with 
prayer. 

Members present as above, except Mr. 
Stalker, absent without leave. 

The minutes of last sitting being read the 
Committe of bills and overtures presented 
a report on the Remonstrance of the Pres- 


bytery of Carolinas against the decision of 


last year on the subject of slavery, which 
report was on motion adopted, and is as fol- 
lows: 

The committee of bills and overtures, on the re- 
monstrance from the Presbytery of the Carolinas, 
report the following resolution, for the consideration 
of Synod, viz: 

Resolved, That a committee be appointed to in- 
quire whether any further or more efficient measures 
be necessary to carry into effect the Synod’s act on 
slavery, passed at their last meeting, and to report 
as soun as practicable. JOHN WALKER. 

T. BEVERIDGE. 
J. ADAMS. 

Messrs. Martin, Millerand Walker were 
appointed as the committee contemplated in 
the above report. 

The Committee appointed to draught an 
act for the fast, presented a draught which 
Was on motion recommitted for correction 
and publication, and Mr. Martin was added 
to the committee. 


The Committee appointed to frame an act for a 
Fast respectfully submit the following : 
Although we are called upon to record with gra- 

titude God’s goodness to all, there is nevertheless 

great cause for lamentation, and deep humiliation. 

The nations of the earth are exceedingly guilty. 
Great favors are, in divine providence, conferred 
upon the human family, but we will no? learn right- 
eousness. The judgments of the Lord are abroad 
in the earth :—The pestilence walketh in darkness, 
and destruction wasteth at noonday. But although 
the Lord’s hand is thus lifted up, we will not see. 
In the kingdoms of this world thee are strange 
commotions :—There are signs in the sun, and in 
the moon, and in the stars; and upon the earth, 
distress of nations with perplexity ; the sea and the 
Waves are roaring. But amidst these revolutions, 
the strength of infidelity is increasing, and thete is 
comparatively but little endeavor that the kingdoms 
of this world may become the kingdoms of our Lord 
and of his Christ. 

In our own land the authority of God is not suf- 
ficiently respected, unnecessary oaths are required 
and imposed, in a superstitious manner: sinful lot- 
teries are established, Sabbath mails are authoriz- 
ed; the lives of duellists, guilty of murder, are 
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spared ; incestuous, and other unlawful marriages, 
and sinful divorces are tolerated. 

Great wickedness prevails among the people also. 
Infidelity travels the length and breadth of thre land. 
Many are guilty of blasphemy against the Most 
High. God's holy day is profaned by idleness, 
worldly employments, amusements and vain conver 
sation. Disobedience to parents, and parental ine 
dulgences are greatly prevalent. Although the de- 
structive influence of drunkenness is greatly abridg- 
ed, yet thousands are by this vice, destroying them- 
selves. Uncleanness is a crying evil. The earn- 
ings of others are taken by fraudulent dealings ;— 
falsehood, and malignant slanders are prevalent; 
and covetousness, manifesting itself in mumerous 
ways, is the sin of thousands. 

The visible church of Christ is in a low condi- 
lion. Millions called Christian, are yet involved 
in all the darkness, and contaminated with all the 
gross abominations of Popery. Multitudes are pub- 
licly joining their ranks, or secretly giving their in- 
fluence, to support this man of sin and son of per- 
dition. 

Reformed churches have made great defections. 
The authority of God has been virtually contemned 
by the substitution of human inventions for divine 
institutions, and by the introduction of pretended 
“aids to devotion.” Many churches which once 
very faithfully contended for the faith delivered to 
the saints, have dropped their former testimonies in 
behalf of the truth; and in some instances, where 
the form of an explicit judicial testimony is still re- 
tained, the power and ¢fficacy is wholly lost, by re- 
fusing to make an adherence to the truths contain- 
ed, a term of church fellowship. By many, schemes 
of union are embraced which virtually place truth 
and error upon the same level ; and peace is often 
sought at the expense of truth. The deadly errors 
of Arminianism, Pelagianism, Hopkinsianism, and 
Socinianism, are spreading. Pretended revivals, 
effected through means of error, and leading to the 
explicit rejection of Bible truth, prove undeniably, 
that many are given up to strong delusion to believe 
a lie. 

The Associate church has many sins to lament; 
There are sins with us, even with us against the 
Lord our God. Although hitherto the Lord has 
enabled us to hold a testimony for truth, yetit is 
too evident that there is much carelessness in hold- 
ing it fast. There is sometimes an appearance of 
speaking lightly of some parts of that profession to 
which we have solemnly sworn adherence. There 
is too great a disposition to court popular applause 
atthe expense of truth, and apparently, more con- 
cern to secure large congregations, than to have 
pure ones. 

3ut even where a good profession is adhered to, 
there is much evidence of a want of practical god- 
liness. Brotherly love, both among ministers and 
people, has greatly declined. Levity of manners 
and conversation, is too frequent. Thereis nota 
proper care to maintain a strict observance of the 
Sabbath. Multitucdes of professors neglect meetings 
for social prayer and conference. For these and 
similar reasons the Associate Synod agree to call 
the people under their charge, to the important and 
seasonable exercises of fasting, humiliation and 
prayer. 


The third Thursday of November next 
was appointed to be observed as the day of 
fasting. 

On motion, Messrs. Donnan and Wm. 
Wilson were appointed a committee to 
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draught an act for a fast to be presented at 
Synod’s meeting next year. 

A majority of the Committee on bills and 
overtures presented a report on the report 
of the Presbytery of Ohio, which had been 
referred to said committee. This report was, 
on motion, laid on the table. 

The committee of bills and overtures submit the fol- 
lowing : 

Resolved, that the Presbytery of Ohio have ex- 
pressed themselves rashly in their report, in impu- 
ting to their brethren of the Presbytery of Carolinas, 
the opinion, that civil laws enacted and rigorously 
enforced in slave states, against the education of 
blacks, make it our duty to submit to such decrees 
of unrighteousness. J. ADAMS. 

T. BEVERIDGE. 

Mr. Walker, as a minority of the same 
committe, gave notice that he intended to 
offer a counter report. 

The committee appointed on the petition 
for dividing the Presbytery of Chartiers pre- 
sented a report which was, on motion, laid 
on the table. 

The following statement, respecting the 
legacy bequeathed by Mrs. Eleanor Hen- 
ry of South Argyle, was presented by Mr. 
Miller, executor. 

A statement respecting the legacy bequeathed by 


Fleanor Henry, deceased, of the congregation of 

South Argyle. 

From the Ist of May 1832, there will be due, ac- 
cording to the Will of the deceased, the sum of thir- 
teen hundred and ninety-seven dollars and five 
cents, as soon as Synod, or the Trustees of the The- 
ological Seminary, shall obtain an act of incorpo- 
ration. This money is now all bearing interest, at 
the rate of 7 per cent. per annum, and it is believed, 
on good security. The Will provides that the lega- 
¢y remain in the hands of the executors, until the 
actof incorporation be obtained; errors excepted. 

J. P. MILLER, Executor, &c. 

May 3st, 1832. 

Proceeded to the business left unfinished 
last evening, viz: the testimony of the As- 
sociate Synod of original seceders. After 
discussion, and prayer by a brother, the fol- 
lowing resolution was adopted, viz: 

Resolved, That the following minute be 
adopted. There was lai! on the table of 
Synod the testimony of original seceders, 
and members being called on to state wheth- 
er any of them individually or any of the 
Presbyteries, had any thing to object, as a 
sufficient reason why we should not continue 
in union with said Synod of original seced- 
ers, as constituted under said testimony ; 
and nothing of this kind being stated, the 
Synod do accordingly resolve, that we still 
continue in union with said society. 

From the decision adopting the above re- 
solution, Mr. Pringle requested his dissent 
to be marked. Mr. Hindman also request- 
ed his dissent to be marked, and craved 
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leave to protest, if he should see cause. 
Messrs. end Wm. Wilson, Clokey, 
A. Wilson, and Dr. Bullions, dissented, for 
reasons to be given in. 

Resolved, That a committee be appointed 
to correspond with the Synod of original se- 
ceders, and inform them of the above decis- 
ion. The moderator and clerk were ap- 
pointed said committee. 

On motion resolved, that a commission be 
appointed to meet at Canonsburg, or else- 
where, on their own adjournments, to trans- 
act such business as shall at this meeting, be 
referred to them. Dr. Ramsay, Messrs. 
Wm. Wilson, Donnan, Clokey, Blair, J. 
Scroggs, Rodgers, Murray, Walker, and 
Hanna, were appointed, and said commission 
was appointed to meet at Canonsburg, on the 
last Thursday of March next. Six of the 
above to constitute a quorum. 

On motion, Mr. David Lindsey was ap- 
pointed to be taken on trial by the Presby- 
tery of Muskingum, with a view to license. 

Messrs. Webster, Geery, Whyte, and 
Easton, asked and obtained leave of absence 
from the remaining sittings of Synod. 

Adjourned till the usual hour to-morrow 
morning. 

Closed with prayer. 

Faipay, June Ist. 

The Synod met and was opened with 
prayer. 

Members present as above. 

The minutes of last sitting being read, 
the committee appointed to review the rec- 
ords of the Presbyteries of Cambridge and 
Miami, reported, and their reports were 
adopted. 

The committe appointed to consider the 
communication of Mr. Clarke, relative to 
the act of incorporation, reported as follows : 


The committee to whom was referred Mr Clarke's 
letter relative to the act of incorporation for the 
Seminary, beg leave to report, that, in their opinion, 
it is most advisable for the Synod to continue theig 
application to the legislature, for such an act, as ig 
recommended in the former report; and, if that 
measure should fail, during their present session, to 


adopt that proposed by Mr. Clarke; and in the 
mean time, that Mr. Clarke be respectfully solicited 
to use hi 


i3 influence in aid of the present application 
to the legislature. 


Respectfully submitted, F. PRINGLE. 
J. P. MILLER. 
This report was adopted, and Mr. Clarke 
was, on motion, associated with Dr. S. 
Murdock, as a committee to take the neces- 
sary steps in relation to this business, and 
Dr. Ramsay was appointed to correspond 
with Mr. Clarke on the subject. 
Dr. Bullions presented a paper, whieh 
was read, containing an inquiry relative te 
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the views, with which a person censured, 
should submit to the censure. While this 
paper was under consideration, the following 
resolution being a part of last year’s unfin- 
ished business, was adopted, viz: That a 
committee be appointed to review the book 
of discipline, and report to Synod. 

Messrs. Adams, Miller, and Heron were 
appointed said committee, and to them the 
Bn inquiry was referred. 

The committee to draught answers to rea- 
sons of dissent by Messrs. Beveridge, Ad- 
ams, and Heron, in the case of Dr. Bullions, 
presented a draught of answers to said rea~ 
sons, which answers were read, and on mo- 
tion adopted. 


In answering a paper entitled, ‘* Reasons of dis- 
sent from the decision of Synod postponing indifi- 
nitely the resolution to disapprove of the conduct of 
the Presbytery of Cambridge,” &c. subscribed by 
Thomas Beveridge, James Adams, and Andrew He- 
ron, your committee report : 

That they find nothing in said paper to convict 
Synod of an error in judgment in the matter refer- 
ed to. Because the principal, if not the sole rea- 
son, advanced by the dissenters, in support of their 
dissent, is a mere assertion, standing in contradic- 
tion of the deliberate judgment of the Synod. The 
Synod said that there was no evidence before them 
that the Presbytery of Cambridge had endeavored 
to execute their sentence in the manner alleged. 
The dissenters say there was; and in order to for- 
tify thie contradiction of Synod, they make some 
incorrect and irrelevant statements. They say, 
that ‘‘ it was stated by several members of Presby- 
tery before Synod, that some of their number had 
been sent to occupy Dr. Bullions’ pulpit in conse- 
quence of his suspension.” Even admitting this de- 
claration to be correct, can it be maintained, that 
mere random statements made by individuals in the 
discussion of an appeal, are to be received as legal 
evidence against the correctness of the procedure of 
a court, and as the ground of disapproving Of that 
procedure ? But this declaration of the dissenting 
brethren embraces a mistake, as but one member 
of the Presbytery of Cambrige, and he the advocate 
of Dr. Bullions’ appeal, made the statement which is 
said to have been made by several members of said 
Presbytery. Truth requires it to be stated that the 
Presbytery of Cambridge did only make provision 
for supplying Dr. B.’s pulpit in case his session and 
congregation required it. The dissenters complain 
of the indefinite postponement of the resolution re- 
ferred to ; but they should remember that one of 
themselves was the mover of said postponement. In 
justice, however, to the Presbytery, it ought to be 
mentioned, that they were opposed to the postpone- 
ment of the resolution, and expressed @ strong de- 
sire that they might be allowed to justify their pro- 
cedure before Synod. 

The remaining remarks of the dissenting brethren 
are grounded on a mere presumption, and conse- 
quently might have been spared. They take for 
granted the very thing in dispute, viz : that the 
Presbytery adopted the measure which the resolu- 
tion imputed to them. But it appears from what 
has been stated already, that the Presbytery did 
not adopt that measure ; consequently ecclesiasti- 
cal order, as laid down by the brethren in the close 
of their paper, does not appear to have been violat- 
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ed by the Presbytery of Cambridge, in their conduct 
towards Dr. Bullions, subsequent to their vote sus- 
pending him from the exercise of his office. 
Respectfujly submitted, 
JAMES MARTIN, 
JOHN WALKER. 

A paper was offered by Dr. Bullions, in 
reference to a note in the narrative prefixed 
to the declaration and testimony respecting 
the United Associate Synod. This paper 
was, on motion, laid on the table, and Mr. 
Miller requested a copy of it for the use of 
the commission appointed to settle the diffi- 
culties with the Presbytery of Cambridge, 
which request was granted. 

The report of Daniel Murphy Treasurer, 
at Philadelphia, was read, and on motion, 
referred to the committee on the funds. 

The executive committee of the Bible As- 
sociation reported as follows, and the report 
was, on motien, laid on the table. 


REPORT 


Of the Treasurer of the Executive Committee for 
the purchase and distribution of Bibles, with the 
Psalms in metre. 

There has been received, from the Sesion 
of Massies Creek Congregation, per Col. 
SOE Tio niko dtcchadeaweienen 

From the congregation of Albany, per O, 


$21 50 


WORMEG. cc cweencsccsegeoeseces ases.s ae 
From the congregation of Salem, per D. 

LG i DOLE EOE ROD 20 00 
From Rey. Francis Pringle,,...... ....... 5 00 
From Mr. William Morris,,........++..0 25 00 


In the hands of Mr. Wm. Stevenson, subject to order 


From the congregation of Hebron,...... 56 00 
From the congregation of Putnam,......... 40 00 
00 


From Argyle, ready io be paid in,..... ... 100 
T. BEVERIDGE. 


The committee on the funds reported the 
following resolutions, whieh were, on mo- 
tion adopted. 


The committ:e of the funds would respectfully re- 

commend the adoption of the following resolutions: 

Resolved, That a collection be taken up in the 
congregations settled and vacant under the care of 
this Synod, for the immediate purpose of enabling 
the building committee to fulfil the contracts which 
they were authorized to make, by the decisions of 
Synod last year. And that the amount thus col- 
lected be transmitted as soon as possible to Mr. 
Daniel Houston, the Synod’s Treasurer at Canons- 
burgh. 

2. That the Treasurer publish in the Religious 
Monitor, once in three months, the state of the 
funds, which have been received for the purpose of 
erecting the building; particularly shewing what 
is wanting to enable the committee to comply with 
their contracts. 

3. That if there should still be a deficiency to 
enable the committee to complete their contracts, 
that said committee be authorized to borrow on the 
Credit of any property belonging to Synod, whate- 
ver sum may be necessary to supply such deficien- 
by, ata rate of interest not exceeding six per cent. 
per annum. J. P. MILLER, 

JAMES MORROW 











REPORT 


OF THE COMMITTE ON THE FUNDS 
The committee find by the report of the several 
treasurers, that, at this date, there is in the treasury 
in Philadelphia, belonging to the Synod’s fund, the 
OM Chg noges ccensgcvecccccccessevcccces $994 19 
In the treasury at Cannonsburgh, including 
$104 92, reported on the Student’s fund, 586 17 


Making a total in Synod’s fund, of........ $1,580 37 

This amount, excepting the $104 92, is not 
appropriated to any specified purpose. 

In the treasury in Philadelpha, belonging to 





the Theological Hall fund,,............. 853 88 
In the Missionary Fund in Philadelphia, 

there remains a balance of................ 49 49 
At Cannonsburgh, this fund is indebted the 

sum of $154 Bs" to supply which deficien- 


cy, this amount has been drawn from the 
Synod’s fund. 

In the treasury, belonging to the Student’s 
fund, in Philadelphia, the committee find 


DCE. cenbiaceavess sdebasacens 85 62 
In the hands of the treasurer of the building 
ED... cuncnakc ease eee titan uiseen 33 79 


The above is a correct statement of the funds, as 
appears from the documents referred to the com- 
mittee. 

There is then in the treasury in Philadelphia, al- 
together, the sum of $1,983 19, viz: 


I POO... ccnweccteveses $994 19 
Theological Hall fund,........, 853 88 
Missionary fund....,......+..5. 49 49 
SO eee 85 62 

———— $1,983 19 


And in the hands of the two treasurers at 
Canonsbargh, the sum of $619 96, viz: 


In the Synod’s funds,............ $506 17 
In the hands of treasurer jor build- 
ik gipecbbincseieee spas 83 77 $619 96 
Making a total of........cccccccrrese $2,603 16 
Of this there is appropriated for missionary 
MUIGERE.. cone .0.ccrercereccceetecsecees $49 49 
For the Student’s fund, for the purpose of 
aiding students of theology,............. 190 54 


Leaving in both treasuries at this time, un- 
appropriated to any specified purpose, the 
TEES oo kedeus wrennchiscennesteuses 2,353 12 
From the statement cf the clerk of the building 

commitiee, it appears that $5,700 will be — to 

complete the building contracted for, for which the 
¢redit of this Synod is bound. The current expens- 
es of Synod for the ensuing year, are estimated at 
the sum of $400, viz: for elary of the a pro- 
fessor $100 ; for the salary of the professor to be 
elected, $300, depending on the congregation of 

Washington to make up the remaining $200. : 
To provide for the sum required by the building 

committer, your committee would recommend that 
out of the unappropriated funds, there be applied to 
the building the sum of $2,100, leaving $263 12, to 
pay orders not yet presented, and to meet contin- 
gencies. And further, your committee would recom- 
mend that all the monies, now in the treasury at Phi- 
ladelphia, excepting what belongs to the Missiona- 
ry fund, he transmitted to the treasury at Cannons- 
burgh. 

To provide for the current expenses of the ensu- 
ing year, your committee wouid recommend the ap- 
propriation of the interest of the 22 shares of Com- 
mercial Bank stock, $67 ; and the interest of El- 
lenor Henry’s legacy, $98, and the above mentioned 
sum of $263 12, be recommended to be retained in 
Synod’s fund, amownting in all, to $125 12. 

There is then on wm | $2,100, to meet the sum of 
$5,700, required by the building, leaving s deficit of 

2,600. To meet this deficiency, your committee 
are informed that there is on hand and subscribed, 
in the congregation of Chartiers, the sum of $700, 
the one half on hand, and the balance available in the 
eurrent and succeeding years. In the congregation 
of Massies creek, available also in a short time, the 
sum of $250, leaving however still a deficit of the 
sum necessary to complete the building, $2,650. 


Se 
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It is the opinion of your committee that Sy- 
nod should recommend to ministers and peo. 
ple, great diligence, liberality and prompitude in 
their endeavors to relieve the two individuals of the 
building committee, who generously engaged their 
own responsibility for the amount necessary to com- 
plete the building. And it is also the opinion of your 
committee, that it would not be unreasonable to ex- 
pect from each congregation, which has been for 
some time in an organized and settled state, a sum 
equal to one dollar for each communicant, under- 
standing still that the contributions already given by 
any of the congregations, be taken into the account. 

J. P. MILLER, 
JAMES MORROW. 


DANIEL MURPHY, IN ACCOUNT WITH B8YNOD, IN 
SYOD’s FUND. 





May 26, 1832. DR. 
To Cash received from Robert Steele, for- 

mer treasurer, per Rev. Thomas Bever- 

SEB i606 0cs vercbeenessschce caves .-+. $691 68 
From Argyle cong. per Rev. D. Stalker, 18 68 
From South Argyle, cong. per Rev. J. P. 

EM eA SE een ae > 2414 
From Barnet cong. per do.......... seees 18 50 
From Books of Discipline, sold per do.... 112 
From Florida cong. per Rey. P. Campbell, 7 00 
From Steel church cong. per Rev A. An- 

I dient eta w3 hace 5 50 
From Rey. A, Anderson, donation,.. .... 5 00 
From Hebron cong. per Rey. A. Gordon, 9 03 
From a friend, per d0.... o.......seeeee 1 00 
From Pistol creek and Big spring cong. 

per Rey. D. Carson,........ a seiteane 8 00 
From the Miss Bell’s Washington county 

CIEE Gos in eons ccnaricnraenanes 12 
From Baltimore cong per Rey. A. Whyte, 60 00 
From Albany cong. per Mr. C. Webster, 18 75 
From Packard, Hoffman and White, for 

a mvetmasae hu, POC TT ee 30 00 
From Chauncey Webster, donation,...... 5 00 
From 2d cong. New-York, per J. Geery,.. 24 66 
May 28, To cash on account of note held 

by Synod, for one hundred dollars, per 

oe ee ree @ 80 00 
May 31, To cash from Piney Fork cong. 

per Rev. 8. Hindman, ..........0cccccce 4 00 
From Cadiz cong. per do..............00 11 00 
From Rev. T. Biveridge, for Books of Dis- 

cipline and Testimonies sold,.......... 15 50 
From Massies creek cong. per Jas. Mor- 

isis viv datawnag=-6s savanenssasdaacece 00 

$1,054 69 
cR. 
1832, May 26, By cash paid for postage on 

PORtek 10: NE: oases cdasneeseRisanans $I 00 
By do. forTestimonies of Original Seceders 

to Rey. D. Stalker, per of Rev. A. Stark, 9 50 
By cash paid Rey. A. Heron, Synod’s Clk. 50 00 

60 50 
Balance, 994 19 
$1,054 69 


DANIEL MURPHY 1N ACCOUNT WITH 
OLOGICAL HAEL FUND. 
1832. 


SYNOD THE- 


DR. 
May 26, To cash received from Rt. Steele, 
former treasurer, per Rey. ‘Thomas Be- 
WIS oicssrnsdeeines dasccccepetes $534 71 
To cash from Thelogical Hall contributng 
society of Philadeldhia,....... . .... eee 3 00 
From quarterly collections in cong. do..... 57 66 
Frow Geo. McCoy, Blount co. Tenn. per 
a ee re ree 1 00 
From Robert Love, do. do.. 2 00 
From Hugh Hammil, do. | I 50 
From Josiah Johnston, do. eee 1 00 
From Robert A. Tedford, do, a 1 00 
From James Gillespy, do.  siess 2 00 
From 8. Johnston,sen. Monroe co. Ten. do. 2 50 
From Samnel McKinley, Knox co. Ten. do. 1 00 
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From Thomas Anderson, do. do. 050 
From Francis Hodge, Sullivan co. do. 1 00 
From Rev. A. Heron, donation,.... ...... 10 00 


From Rockbridge, Vir. per Rey. A. Heron, 
John Findley, $5, John McCampbell, $5, 10 00 
Andrew Kinnear, sen.5, Jas.Anderson, 5, 10 00 


Jas. F. Harper, 5, William Harper, 3.... 8 00 
James Lindsay, 2, Thomas Harper, 2,... 4 00 
Robert A Bane, 2, Hugh Harper, 2,..... 4 00 
Jas. W. Harper, 1 50, Henry Black, 1 50, 3 00 
James Lecky, 1, ‘Thomas Moore, 1,..... 2 00 
From John Ashton, Washington co, N. Y. 
per George Lowrie,. ......6+++eeees eee 20 00 
John Robertson, do. ere 1 00 
Chauncey Webster, donation,. wr... 5 00 
J. Hutchinson, East Nottingham do. Penn. 2 00 
Joseph Fulton, do. Bisdses 2 00 
John Hutchinson, do. ee 2 00 
Matthew Gibson, do. ae 2 00 
John Gibson, do. Dtisrxce 1 00 
David Hutchinson, do. OP 2 00 
May 31, From Rev. T. B. Clarkson, Mer- 
cersburgh, Franklin co. Penn.......... 10 00 
Rey. F. W. McNaughton, de- do. 10 00 
Jobn Johnston, do. do. 10 00 
James P. Carson, do. do. 10 00 
From A. B. Rankin,Greencastle Franklin 
GONG Pikces < 0s becpeveccvs cocpnscens 5 00 
James McCullough, do a 2 00 
J.C. Rankin, do. 2 00 
Jane Milligan, Hagerstown,............. 1 00 
Ss Ui IS cc cseenenns eekechsmes 20 00 
Jane Barcroft, Leesburgh, Wash. c. Ten. 2 00 


Massies creek, cong, per James Morrow, 75 00 
Rev. Francis Pringle, for himself,....... 10 00 
Amount in the treasury, $893 838 


DANIEL MURPHY IN ACCOUNT WITH SYNOD IN 
MISSIONARY SYNOD. 


May 26th, 1832, DR. 
To cash from James Todd, Shelby county, 
Ken. by Rev. James Adams,............. $5 00 
From James Shepherd, Riehmond co. Va 
Se ee er ore 23 87 
Jobn Ashton, Washington co. New.York, 
per Goons Lawritse..c. scecscccsoce 10 00 


James McDougall, donation, late of South 
Argyle, deceased, for missionary pur- 
peses, and aiding weak congregations, 





0 Me, bc By TEM iiss cccscupecess 200 00 
$288 00 
1832, cR. 
May 26, By cash paid Rev. A. Heron, for 
Missionary services, in Cincinnati,..... $78 00 
May 29, By cash paid D. Gordou, for mis- 
sinary services im Canada,............. 2 58 


May 31, By cash paid John Kendall, for 


GREGGEORETY SOTVICES,s 260.20 cccccsce --. 983 50 
By cash paid Rey. H. Thompson, for mis- 

sionary services in the Presbyteries of 

Carolinas and Miamiys § ...... wcccecees 25 30 





199 38 


Balance, 19 49 

$248 87 

May 31, To balance in treasury,........... 39 49 
To cash received from Rey. Francis Prin- 

MPEG Che whE6 604568) 00546500 bebes 046s 5 00 
To cash received from John Bishop, of 

S. Argyle, N. Y. per Rey. J. P. Miller,.. 5 00 

$49 49 

DANIEL MURPHY IN ACCOUNT WITH SYNOD IN 

STUDERT’S FUND. 
1832, DRe 


May 26, To cash reeeived from Robert 
Steele, former treasurer, per Thomas Be- 
ee - 24 81 

To cash from Stephen McKum, interest on 
legacy of Mrs. Mary Jane Whiteside,... 
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To cash from dividend on 22 shares Com- 
mercial Bank Stock,............ eoseewe 
To cash from female society of Messies er. 
per James Morrow,,... 


88 50 
13 31 


85 62 
The above statement is a correct report of Sy- 
nod’s, Missionary, Theological Hall, and Student’s 


Funds. 
DANIEL MURPHY, Treasurer. 
Philadelphla, May 31, 1832. 


DANIEL HOUSTON IN ACCOUNT WITH 8YNOD I” 
SYNOD’s FUNDS. 


eee 


1831, DR- 
May 19, To balance in hands of treasurer, $548 35 
Interest allowed by treasurer,........... - $12 00 
August 23, To cash received from A. Mil- 

jer, exeeutor of James Smith, deceased, 

of King’s creek congregation,.. ........ 133 00 
May 4, 1832, ‘lo cash trom Robert Hender- 


22 00 
6 68 


son, contribution of Chartiers cong....... 
May 8, To cash by Rev. William Witson, 

contribution of King’s creek cong.. ..... 
May 9, To cash, contribution of Unity con- 


gregation, by Rev. J. Walker,.......... 8 00 
May 12, Margaret Moore, int. on legacy,.. 1 00 


** Cash received by the hand of the Rev, 
Daniel French, N. Buffalo cong. contrib, 9 00 
$740 04 
183], cR. 

By cash paid Dr. James Ramsay, per rect. $100 00 
By cash paid Adam Harbison, candles, &c. 


Der hen 00 Wek BW, ko snae -sccrcnnciach 0 37 
June 28. By cash paid John Brown, per re- 

ceipt, bbben ce 00 80d 64656600NSOO68 Face bs 3 00 

By cash paid postage on A. Miller’s letter, 010 

By cash paid discount on Carolina bank pa. 0 63 

104 10 

Balance due Synod,....... . 685 94 

$740 04 

DANIEL HOUSTON IN ACCOUNT WITH SYNOD IN 

MISSIONARY FUND. 

1331, DR. 

May 19, Ab yer Weer. cic os ccniscsscnn $65 57 

Balance due the treasurer,............. .. 1468 





cR. 
By payments as per last report,........... 220 25 
May 11, 1832, Balance due Daniel Houston, 

ie DRASUORRTY TONES... 25.6. acccspeveane . LAs 


DANIEL HOUSTON IN ACCOUNT WITH SYNOD, STU- 
DENT’S FUND. 


1832, DR. 
May 11, To cash in treasurer’s hands, as per 

report to Synod, May 19th, 1831,....... 104 920 
May 12, To balance due Synod, in Synod’s 

NE wins) cnnecdnnechaceabad saves tele 635 98 
Due Synod in Student’s fund, ... » 104 92 


Due from Synod to Treasurer, on Missiona- 
ry funds, 


$536 17 
The foregoing reports are a true state of funds in 
the hands of treasurer. DANIEL HOUSTON 
May 12, 1832. . 
ROBERT STEELE 1N ACCOUNT WITH THE ASSOCI- 
ATE SYNOD IN SYNOD’S FUND. 


1832, DR. 
April, To balance in hand, April, 1831,.....9691 68 
1832, cR 


April 19, By balance paid to Rey. Thomas 
—_ eridge, in trust for the Associate Sy- 
nod, 





* Incorrectly stated last year to be $114 92. 








= 





———— 





ROBERT STEELE IN ACCOUNT WITH THE AssOcI- 
ATE SYNOD IN STUDENT’S FUND, 


1832, DR. 
April, To balance in hand, as per former re- 
OTB. ccaccvccsee ccccnccvsesvesesvecs $24 81 


1832. CR. 

April 19, By balance paid to Rev. Thomas 
Beveridge, in trust for Associate Synod, $24 81 
22 Shares Commercial Bank Stock. belonging to 

this fund, I have transferred to Rey. Thomas Beve- 

ridge, in trust for the Synod. 

ROBERT STEELE IN ACCOUNT WITH THE ASSOCI- 

ATE SYNOD IN THEOLOGICAL HALLL FUND. 


1831, DR, 
April 29, To balance in hand,...... ...... $457 71 

ay 17, To half a year’s interest on Stu- 
Mokke semad eps’: \eedakesens 38 50 
Nov. 14, To half a year’s do, "ee 38 50 
$534 71 


1832, 

April 19, By;balance paid Rev. Thomas Be- 
veridge, in trust for Synod,............. $534 71 
The Missionary Fund has remained balanced, 

since May, 1830, there being no additions to it since 

that time. 

My leaving the city of Philadelphia, will render it 
necessary that the Rey. Syuod should aecept of my 
resignation, and appoint a new ‘Treasurer in my 


place. 
ROBERT STEELE. 
Philadelphia,’ April, 1832. 

The following resolution respecting the 
bequest of George Sanderson deceased, was 
offered, and adopted, viz: 

Respecting the estate of George Sanderson the fol- 
lowing resOlution was offered. 

That Mr. Daniel Houston of Washington coun- 
ty, Pennsylvania, be authorized to receive the leg- 
acy left to the Theological Seminary, under the n- 
spection of the Associate Synod of North America, 
by Geo. Sanderson, late of North Middleton, Cum- 
berland county, Pennsylvania, and to give a refund- 
ing bond, if required by the executors; and that the 
property which may be received,Sbe held by Mr. 
Houston, as security to him for such bond, as he 
may be required to give. 


The committee of supplies reported, and 
the report was, on motion, laid on the table, 
for the present. 

A letter addressed by the corresponding 
committee of the General Synod of the Re- 
formed Presbyterian church to this Synod, 
was read as follows, and on motion, laid on 
the table. 

New-York, May 28, 1832. 
To the Reverend the Associate Synod of North 
America. 
Dear BRETHREN: 

In conformity with their injunction, I submit to 
you without remark the following extract from the 
minutes of the General Synod of the the Reformed 
Presbyterian church, met in Philadelphia, August 
9th, 1831. Yours with due respect, 

JOHN N. McLEOD, 
Chairman of Committee of Foreign correspondence. 


Extract from Minutes of Synod of Reformed Pres- 
byterian church. Philadelphia, August 9th 1831. 
**The reading of the letter from the Associate 
Synod was resumed, and finished, and the following 
order taken on it: 
Whereas, this Synod is persuaded that the subject 
in disemssion between it and the Associate Synod, 
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from the turn it has taken, might be carried on tu- 
definitely, without advantage to the interests of 
truth; and being desirous of promoting that object 
and nothing else in the historical narrative to our 
testimony ; therefore, resolved, that the committee 
of foreign correspondence be directed to inform the 
Associate Synod, that if furnished with a brief and 
distinct statement of the views entertained by sece- 
ders, on the points in question, such statement shall 
be embodied in the next edition of our narrative.” 
(A true copy.) J. N. McLEUD, Clerk. 

To the Reverend the Associate Synod of North 
America, meeting in Philadelphia, May 1832, 

Adjourned till the usual hour. 

Closed with prayer. 

3 o’CLOCK, P. M. 

The Synod met, and was opened with 
prayer. 

Members present as above. 

The minutes of last sitting being read, 
the following resolution was offered and 
adopted, viz : Moved, that the Synod, find- 
ing from the report of the Presbytery of 
Ohio, that said Presbytery had offered a call 
to Mr. Wm. Douthet, and he had accepted 
it, and that they did so at a time when 
both they and he knew that there was a call 
for him pending in the Presbytery of Phila- 
delphia ; therefore the Synod agree to ex- 
press their disapprobation of their and his 
conduct in this matter, as irregular and of 
injurious tendency. 

On motion, resolved, that Rev. S. Hind- 
mann be appointed a missionary, in the 
province of Upper Canada, for five months 
from the first of July, and that the Presby- 
tery of Muskingum supply his pulpit for 
four months during his absence. 

On motion, resolved, that Mr. Pringle be 
authorised to receive the money bequeathed 
by Mr. Peter Fenton, deceased, on the terms 
recognised by the Synod last year, and 
transmit whatever monies may be received 
by him to the treasurer in Philadelphia. 

On motion, the committee of supplies 
were permitted to withdraw, for the pur- 
pose of completing the report, and Mr. Bee 
veridge was added to the committee. 

The letter from the corresponding com- 
mittee of the Reformed Presbyterian Church, 
was taken up, and on motion, it was resolv- 
ed, that a committee be appointed to draft 
a digest of our views on the subject alluded 
to in the said letter, and report to Synod at 
the next meeting. Messrs. Adams and Ir- 
vine were appointed said committee. 

On motion, resolved, that the clerk be 
ordered to give information to the corre- 
sponding committee of the Reformed Pres- 
byterian Church, of the reception of their 
letter, and the way in which it has been 
disposed of. 


2 
Fs 











REPORT 


Of the Canada Mission for 1831. 


To the Associate Synod of North America— 

Your missionary appointed to itinerate in the 
province of Upper Canada, from the Ist of July 
till the end of December, begs leave to report: 

That immediately on receiving Synod’s ap- 
pointments, I proceeded to fulfil them: but from 
the distance at which I was, could not be on the 
ground the first day of the time; and it being 
recommended by some mem bers of Albany Pres- 
bytery, I spent the first three Sabbaths in York, 
Livingston county, New-York. I then proceed- 
ed into Canada. It was judged expedient that 
my time should be chiefly employed in stations 
already formed, rather than in attempting to form 
new ones, especially as I was not ordained. Ac- 
cordingly the next three Sabbaths were spent in 
Dumfries, which is the principal station in the 
province, both for numbers and location. The 
people are mostly from the different branches of 
the Secession in Scotland, lately emigrated, and 
the settlement is still on the increase by new ar- 
rivals. The usual attendance, when the weather 
was not inclement, was from four to five hundred 
persons. For a considerable time they have been 
both able and willing to support constant supply, 
but have never had more than six or eight Sab- 
baths in the year till now. 

The second and third Sabbaths of August I was 
in London. This is a small vacancy, organized 
by the last missionary in what are called the 
Dutch and English settlements. At the time of 
its formation it consisted of thirteen families, but 
great opposition being made to the Secession by 
those around, eight families again withdrew be- 
fore the Sacrament of the Supper was dispensed; 
leaving only the five families in the English set- 
tlement; and to these my services were confined 
with the exception of one discourse in the other 
branch. Such cases are discouraging, but need 
not be surprising, stony ground hearers have 
abounded in every age, who received the word 
with joy and fora while believed, but when trou- 
ble arises for the word’s sake, then they are of- 
fended. All missionary reports bear witness that 
a first visit seldom discovers the true character of 
a place; many are then found all life and zeal, 
and ready to forsake all for the gospel, but when 
the effervescence of novelty and cuiiosity has sub- 
sided, they sink down more cold and careless than 
ever; the few that still hold fast the profession, 
however, have given good ground to believe bet- 
ter things of them: and though they be but few 
they deserve the most watchful care. 

I returned again four Sabbaths to Dumfries, on 
one of which the Sacrament of the Supper was 
dispensed by Mr. Russell, and twenty-four per- 
sons were admitted to our communion. 

By request of some persons I went to Esqui- 
sing and preached the fourth Sabbath of Septem- 
ber. The history of this place has been disastrous 
from the beginning; and it is not easy to give an 
adequate idea of its situation to those who have 
not seen it. Nearly the whole settlement are 
connected by the ties of country and kindred, and 
common circumstances, and the name of Presby- 
terian, (though with all the diversity which that 
name is made to cover) and from a notion that 
the same differences do not exist here as in Scot- 
land, they thought to be united so as to maintain 
a stated dispensation of gospel ordinances; but 
every man having brought his differences with 
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him, each was stili for pursuing his own course, 
so that they only embarrassed one another; plans 
were frequently devised, and as often defeated, 
for accomplishing the desired object: at length # 
was proposed to apply to the United Seceders in 
Scotland. Judging as favorably as possible of 
that body, weary with jangling, and decoyed by 
the hope of peace and unity in the enjoyment of 
stated ordinances, they consented. In this pos- 
ture they were, when your missionary of last 
year visited them. That step was taken by them 
not without hesitation, and no sooner was it taken 
than to many cf them it was matter of regret, and 
the project having now failed, they desire to ad- 
here to their former profession. I visited a num- 
ber of the families in order to ascertain their 
views on the subject, and received this as their 
express answer. From this place I visited Chin- 
quacousey, where former missionaries had gone. 
There are but two or three persons here, who as 
members of the Secession church have received 
baptism for their children, and on their account a 
visit to the place would still be justifiable. I 
preached a discourse to a small company who as- 
sembled, but did not think there was any opening 
for doing any thing further. On the first Sabbath 
of October I assisted Mr. Russell at the dispensa- 
tion of the supper in London, where one family 
was admitted tocommunion. The second and 
third Sabbaths I was again in Dumfries, on the 
fourth assisted at the Sacrament in Stamford, on 
the fifth at the Sacrament in York, Livingston 
county, New-York. 

The first and second Sabbaths of November I 
was in Stamford, while Rev. J. Russel according 
to pievious arrangement, went to Esquising. On 
his return he stated that having had personal and 
particular conversation on the subject, there were 
twenty-two persons who in a very decided and 
satisfactory manner, declared their resolution 
through the strength of divine grace, to adhere 
stedfastly to the profession of the faith, as set forth 
in the standards of the Secession church. The or- 
dinance of baptism was administered to those of 
them who desired it, and their earnest wish was, 
to have the Lord’s Supper also dispensed as early 
in spring as practicable. About this time an ap- 
plication was received by letter from Mr. Neil 
McQuarie, living in Harwich township, Western 
District, representing the very desolate state of 
that region, and of himself and family in particu- 
lar, in respect of gospel ordinances, and earnestly 
praying for what measures of supply could be af- 
forded, expressing also some expectation that 
more or less would be done for the support of the 
same. Although appointments were already 
made for the smal! remains of my time, this ap- 
plication could not be neglected, and therefore 
the consent of those concerned was obtained, to 
dispense with my services on the first two Sab- 
baths of January. 

The last two sabbaths of November I was in 
Dumfries, the first of December in London, and 
then proceeded to Harwich where I remained two 
Sabbaths; in the intervening week I visited a set- 
tlement of Scotch Highlanders on the St. Clair 
river; in Scotland they had belonged to the church 
of Scotland, but having been many years altogeth- 
er destitute, have become in general, lamentably 
ignorant and careless. I preached a discourse to 
such as could be collected, and some among them 
expressed a desire to be again visited by your 
missionaries; in Harwich also where I preached 
again during the week, some expressed the same 
desire; but it is little 1 can say of the particular 
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state and prospect of the place, though my audi- 
ence was always small that was no criterion, as 
the weather was intolerably severe, and there 
was no comfortable place in which to meet. I 
understood there were some others professing to 
be Presbyterians besides those who attended; but 
the shortness of my time and inclemency of the 
season prevented me even visiting them. One 
thing may be confidently said, their necessity is 
great, and from the measure of desire already ex- 
pressed, a portion of missionary labor ought to be 
afforded them in a more favorable season of the 


ear. 
I returned the last Sabbath of December to 
London, and had intended then also to visit Lo- 
bo, but was prevented at the time by the state of 
the roads and weather, and by the statements of 
some of the people themselves, was not encour- 
aged to persist. 

The first Sabbath of January I spent in Dum- 
fries, the second in Esquising. In the latter of these 
in addition to the number reported by Mr. Russell, 
I found some others expressing the same resolution ; 
and upon the whole, the prospect appears rather 
encouraging. 

In most of the places I preached occasionally 
during the week, and in Dumfries and London also 
held some days of public catechising. 

The state of the province in general, as respects 
religion, is truly melancholy ; in some whole set- 
tlements, there is no form of religion whatever, but 
the grossest ignorance and carelessness reigns. In 
very many instances we have to lament the ship- 
wreck of the faith by those who had formerly made 
a good profession before many witnesses. In many 
places, self authorised men take upon them to be 
teachers of others while they have need that some 
one teach them which be the first principles of the 
ofacles of God, and thus the wildest fancies are 
given and received for the gospel of salvation. Still 
however, there are many intelligent and godly per- 
sons to be met with, who are earnestly desirous of 
a pure dispensation of the gospel statedly; but to 
enjoy that is a very rare privilege indeed. 

There are several things that particularly require 
the attention of Synod as of vital importance to 
the mission, and which, it is hoped, will not be for- 
gotten. 

Ist. Granting a larger measure of supply than 
heretofore. It might be very easy for your mission- 
aries to find other places of preaching, and not dif- 
ficult even to form other congregations besides those 
I have visited; but what then? surely to gather 
congregations and leave them destitute, especially 
here, is only to expose them for a prey; and itisa 
fact that the quantity of supply they have received, 
in time past, has been little more than a tantalizing 
of them: the labor of one missionary the whole 
time, even previous to this year, would not have 
been too much, while they have never had half of 
it. And now the demand is increased, not merely 
by the addition of new places, but also much more 
by the increasing urgency of their circumstances. 
When your missionaries first visited the province, 
the most they could say of it was; what numbers 
attended their ministry, bore the Presbyterian name, 
were desirous of being again visited, &c., but now 
congregations are organized, under solemn engage- 
ments of adhering stedfastly to the faith as main- 
tained by the Secession ¢ have put themselves under 
the care of Synod, and look for a supply of gospel 
ordinances from them, and that on the ground of 
encouragement given by them. Again when your 
missionaries first visited the province, the whole land 
was before them, there was no other body of the 
Presbyterian name in it, at least none who were 


making any observable efforts; now there are two 
others, a Synod of eighteen ministers in connection 
with the kirk of Scotland; thirteen of whom are 
in the Upper Province; and the United Presbytery 
of Upper Canada, (now also a Synod) of fifteen 
ministers. What these bodies are, it is not now 
my business to show, but I may freely say they 
greatly increase the difficulty of stedfastly adhering 
to the principles of a covenanted work of reforma- 
tion ; both for ministers and people. 

2d. lfin the power of Synod, that they would 
adopt measures to establish a permanent mission of 
ordained men in the province. The present tran- 
sient nature of the mission is attended with many 
and great disadvantages, which would thus be 
avoided The missionary now, is seen in one place 
or another only for a few months in summer and 
then goes off, leaving it quite uncertain when anoth- 
er, a stranger, may appear; this uncertainty de- 
tracts much from the benefit of bis services while 
he is there; no scale of appointments can be made 
for the different places of which they might be pre- 
viously notified ; a large part of the most favorable 
season of the year is still past before the missionary 
can reach the ground after the meeting of Synod, 
during which time, the other bodies are not idle and 
our vacancies are exposed. If it were not thought 
proper to continue one individual all the time, yet 
if one were not recalled tili another arrived to fill 
the place, it would in a great measure, answer the 
same end, and the constant labor of one, together 
with a supply for a few of the summer montP , 
would be sufficient and not more than sufficient to 
answer the demand. Here I may notice, that the 
difficulty of giving a few month’s supply is not so 
great as is generally thought; not greater than sup- 
plying remote Presbyteries. The most convenient 
route in respect of distance between the east and 
west of the church is through the province, and as 
most of the places lie nearly in a line across it, they 
could receive some supply very easily. They are 
situated as follows: from York, Albany Presbytery, 
to Dumfries or Esquising by Stamford, 140 miles; 
from Esquising to Dumfries, 50 miles; from Dum- 
fries to London, 70 miles; from London to Harwich 
75 miles, from Harwich to Eden in Muskingum 
Presbytery, 165 miles; or to Bellefontaine in Mia- 
mi Presbytery, 208 miles. 

3d. That measures be taken to supply Canada 
more fully with the means of acquaintance with our 
church. The want of these isan exceeding great 
want, and the difficulty of obtaining them is also 
great. The Religious Monitor which has been use- 
ful for that end elsewhere, would be very beneficial 
here also; but the expense of postage is so great as 
to put it out of reach; to the nearest place in the 
province it is almost double of what it is to the 
most remote corner of the United States, and to any 
part in the interior itis more. The standard books 
of ovr church are indispensible to a knowledge of 
her or her principles, and they are also extremely 
scarce; among a hundred members I could not find 
more than seven Testimonies, and almost none of 
the last edition, which is more particularly neces- 
sary. It would be of great benefit that a missionary 
have it in his power to distribute a few gratis, but 
instead of that he bas sometimes the utmost diffi- 
culty to find one from which to satisfy inquiries, or 
to which those wishing to join our communion may 
give their assent. As a mission to Canada cannot be 
called expensive, and if Synod would see good to 
apply a portion of missionary funds to reduce the 
prime cost of such copies of the Monitor as are or 
may be taken there, at Jeast as low as they come 
to persons in the states: and to furnish books, testi- 
monies, confessions of faith, catechisms, or such 








aS oe OO lUc er le eo 


atau lf 





49 MINUTES OF SYNOD. 50 


others as Synod may judge proper, to be deposited 
in a suitable place for circulation, it would be as 
great service to the cause as in any way can 
be; for heretofore none of these books could be ob- 
tained upon order but at the highest retail prices ; 
add to that the expense of carriage, hazard of to- 
tal loss, and if duty is paid on them thirty-three and 
a third per cent. of their value more, and they are 
placed out of reach, and only the few that missiona- 
ries have from time to time carried there, have found 


their way. Submitted by D. GORDON. 


My receipts from July Ist till December 31st, 27 
Sabbaths, are— 
Of money in the hand of Rev. John Russel, received 
for the time of last missionary..-.-. $12 00 
From Yoik, Livingston county, N. York 27 00 


Dumfries, ccccccccccseccccccce 72 00 
LondGR, cccvecccccceccccesece 22 07 
Esquising, «ssccccccccccesccece 8 35 


DEL 6kc0ebibenesuenennes g 00 
Mr. Neil McQuarie of Harwich, .....-. 10 00 





$159 
STATISTICS. 
Places. Families. Comm, Cutechumens. 
Dumfries, 4 110 150 
Exquising, 16 24 50 
London, 6 12 82 


Harwich, l 


The committee of supplies gave in their 
report as corrected, and the report was adopt- 
ed, and is as follows : 


SCALE OF APPOINTMENTS. 

John Wallace, Ohio, June, July ; Allegheny, 
August, September: Philadelphia, October, No- 
vember ; Albany, December; Cambridge, two 
Subbatbs in Jan. and Feb.; Albany, March, April. 

W. M. McE!wee, Carolinas, July, August, 
September ; Philadelphia, October, November, 
December ; Chartiers, January ; Muskingum, 
February, March ; Miami, April. 

A. Boyd, Allegheny, June ; Ohio, July, Au- 
gust, Sept; Muskingum, October, November, 
December ; Miami, January, February, March, 
April. 

Thomas Wilson, Chartiers, August ; Philadel- 
phia, September, October, November ; Caroli- 
nas, December, January, February ; Miami, 
March, April. 

—— McClelland, Allegheny, August; Ohio, 
September ; Muskingum, October, November, 
Decetnber; Carolinas, January, February, March; 
Philadelphia, April. 

H. Thompson, Cambridge, June ; Canada Mis- 
sion, July, August, September, October ; Alba- 
ny, November ; Cambridge, December, January; 
Albany, February, March ; Cambridge, April. 

J. C. Bruce, Muskingum, June, July. August ; 
Ohio, September, October ; Miami, November ; 
West. Miss. December, January, Feb’y., March ; 
Miami, April. 

S. McLean, Muskingum, June, July ; West. 
Miss. August, September, October, November ; 
Miami, December; Muskingum, January, Febru- 
ary ; Ohio, March, April. 

D. Lindsay, Muskingum, August ; Miami, 
September ; Ohio, October; Allegheny, No- 
vember ; Philadelphia, December, January, Fe- 
bruary, March ; Chartiers, April. 


VoL. 1x. 


Your committee recommend that the supply of 
Cincinnati be committed to the Presbytery of 
Miami, till April, 1833 ; and that trom the above 
dates till the next meeting of Synod, the arrange- 
ment of all supplies be made by the commission 
of Synod appointed to meet at Canonsburgh. 

On motion, resolved, that the overture on 
slavery be transmitted to the committee for- 
merly appointed to devise measures for car- 
rying the Synod’s enactment into effect. 

The report of the committee in favor of 
granting the petition for dividing the Pres- 
bytery of Chartiers, was taken up, and after 
considerable discussion, rejected. 

The Synod proceeded to the election of 
the Board of managers of the Theological 
Seminary, for the ensuing year, and the fol- 
lowing members were appointed, viz :— 
Messrs. William Wilson, Donnan, Rodgers, 
Hanna, Murray, Clokey, and Blair. 

Ordered, that the treasurer pay to William 
Gracy, the sum of ten dollars, as a compen- 
sation for his services as sexton. 

On motion,.resolved, that the books for- 
merly belonging to the library of the East- 
ern Theological Seminary, be transferred to 
the library at Canonsburgh. Messrs. Walk- 
er and Miller, with Mr. Stevenson, of Cam- 
bridge, were appointed a committee to at- 
tend to this business. 

On motion, resolved, that in consequence 
of the lateness of the hour, and the thinness 
of the house, the election of the additional 
professor be postponed till next meeting of 
Synod. 

On motion, resolved, that the subject of 
the publication of the banns of marriage, be 
laid over till the next meeting. 

On motion, resolved, that the commission 
appointed to meet at Canonsburgh, be au- 
thorised to decide;what students are to be li- 
censed next year, and that students be taken 
on trial for licensure according to their order. 

On motion, resolved, that congregations 
be required to forward their contributions to 
either of the the treasurers, in the spring, as 
heretofore. 

On motion, resolved, that the minutes be 
published in the Religious Monitor, and that 
six hundred extra copies be published. 

After spending some time in consultation 
on the subject of the Bible question, the 
minutes of the present sitting were read, 
and after prayer, singing the 133d Psalm, and 
the Apostolical benediction, pronounced by 
the moderator, the Synod adjourned to meet 
at Cannonsburgh, on the Ist Wednesday of 
—— 1833, at 11 o’clock, Sermon at 1 
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STATISTICAL TABLE OF THE PRESBYTERY OF MIAMI. 
Ministers. Congregations. Nearest P. O. Countics. States. -|Fam. — 
James Adams Massies Creek Xenia Greene Ohio. 125| 270 
Pistol Creek Blount Ten. 70| 158 
David Carson Big Spring and Maryville do do §} 
Fork Cree |Monroe do 27 46 
Racoon Park Ind. 
Nath. Ingles Sugar Creek Crawfordville Montgomery do 50 
Burnets Creek Cass do 
James Templeton |Sugar Creek Bellbrooke Greete Ohio. 50| = 126 
Samue! W ison Xenia Xenia; do do 67, 156 
{ Carmel Jefferson Ind. )| | 
Madis : : d 1 
John Wallace Bie Creek Gallatin | do x 50; 128 
Clarke Clarke do J | 
James Wallace Bellefontaine |Logan Ohio. 
A. Heron Caesar Greene do 
Darby Madison do 
Salem Knox Tenn, 16 45) 
| Limestone Washington do 9 30 
: Cincinnati Hamilton Ohio. | 
Vacancies. \Otter Creek Jennings India. | 
Wild Cat do | 
Salt Raver Ky. | 
|Rocky Spring Washington | Va. 
STATISTICAL TABLE OF PF THE PRESBYTERY OF MUSKING UM. 
Ministers. | Congregations. Nearest P. O.| Counties. iStates.| Fam. 1 Com. | 
John Walker Unity |New Athens (Harrison \Ohio | 90) 209) 
; Wooster “ee im @- 
Samue! Irvine Salt Creek | Wooster | Wayne do 7 | 120} 
Cadiz —™ \Harrison do ; 659 126 
Thomas Hanna Piney Fork Cadiz Jefferson do | 45 92) 
, Bloomfield . ee |Muskingam do 73| 150) 
Daniel McLane ; Cambridge Cambridge \Guernsey do | 1s 36) 
Mount Pleasant Mt. Pleasant ‘Jefferson do | 23] 60) 
Joseph Clokey < McMahon’s Ck. ‘Belmont do | 27 50 
Belmont do | do 26 50 
§ Londo:.derr ; \Guernse do 56| 120) 
Andrew Isaac it Sharen , Londonderry eethenk do 15 30 
Mansfield Mansfield |Richland do | 
Samuel Hindman j{< Clear Creek | do | do 
Washington Marion | do | 
r\Jon: ithan’s C’k. Somerset Perry | do | 
Licking lIrville Muskingum | do 
Truro |Columbus | Franklin | do | 
\Goshen ) \Perry do | : 
V , \Millersburgh Millersburgh |Holmes | do | 
as Carmel |Lee sburs gh ‘Tuscarawas | do | 
Mohican Wayne do | 
|Newman’s Creek do do | 
|Paris |Plymouth Richland do | | | 
_ |Eden ‘Bloom Seneca | do | 
STATISTICAL TABLE OF THE PRESBYTERY OF THE CAROLINAS 
~ Ministers. | “Congregations. Nearest P. O. | Counties. | States.| Fam. Com. |Catns. 
wpe § Steel Creek ‘he | ameal nae 94 
A. Anderson | Bones Charlotte |Mecklenburg Zh C. |) asl 6s 107 
Smyrna Cl hester 'Chester iS. C. | 
James Lyle Little River | Youngs ‘Fairfield do | 
Bethel |W insborough do do | 
( Nob Creek | Wilsons Lincoln N.C, | 
Pisgah do ldo 
Joseph Banks Bethany Yorkville lYork Isc. | 
Sardis iU nion i do 
Virgin Spring Pp Iredel IN. C. | 
New-Stirling \Statesville do | do 
\Cosabridige do | do | do 
\Gilead Mount Mourne | do | do | 
Creek | Morgantown \Burke | do | 
Cochran’s Vale Old Fort { do | do 
Vacancies. |Piedmont Franklin | Macon | de 
Ebenezer |Lexington | 
Timber Ridge | do ‘Rockbridge {Va 62 
Broad Creek \Faney Hill | 
{ New Lebanon Univun Monroe Va. 167 
Sharon ; York Ss. C. 28 102 
; Tirzah Yorkville do do | 48 a 
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STATISTICAL TABLE OF THE PRESBYTERY OF OHIO. 























“Ministers. | Congregations. | Nearest P. 0.| Counties. | States. Fam. | Com. | 
> wr, | : fo —— 

: | ¢ Venango Hart’s x roads |Crawford } 

Daniel McLean ; Sclem Venango | Venango Penn. 200; 450 

line | se > )) 40} 

David Imbrie ; —— Darlington | do" , rm ool Ho 

| | Newcastle do do | 82 70/ 

Alex. Murray | | Mountville Portersyille | do do | 64| 125) 

Slippery Rock ‘Butler | do { 80) 150 

Elitah N. Ser ¢ West Beaver iColumbiana | Ohi 

Elijah N. Scroggs ~ West Unio iNew Lisbon do | do 75 290, 

é { Mile Square do do } 

John Donaldson Yellow Creek \Scroggsfield |Columbiana {| Qhio. | 70 150} 

¢ Poland er Trumbull | do 67; 139) 

Day. Goodwillie < Liberty iPoland do do 79 115) 

é Deer Creek | Mercer |} Penn. 100 205 

4 Merce | | do } do 28 73) 

Isaac Beggs 2 Springfield \Mercer do | do 36] 92 

d Roeky Spring | | do do 34, 89 

§ Connant ‘Crawford do 20} 50 

M. Snoderass < French Creek | Meadville | do do 15 30 

Cherry-Run Venango do 25 80} 

Wm. Douthet ¢ |Neshannock | Mercer |Mercer , do 20 43) 

| Mount Prospect ; do do 20 35| 

Vacancies. + |Unity ‘Harrisville Venango do 25 60 

Silver Creek | | do j do | 15 

Harmony | do | Butler do } 85 200) 


STATISTICAL TABLE 


Congregations 


Ministers 





Robert Bruce 
John France 
John Dickie 
Jos »ph scroggs 
Hugh Kirkland 
David Blair 


James M’Carrell 
J mctes 
STAT 
~ Mi T st 





Wm. Wilson 


Thomas Allison 


James Ramsay 
David French 


Alex. Wilson 


Alex. Donnan 


} acancies 
2 


Ministers. 


T. Beveridge 
F. W. M’Naughtor 


W. Easton 
A. Whyte, Jr. 


Without cha 
Tho. B. Clarkson 


Vacancies 


OF THE PRESBYTERY OF ALLEGHENY. 








Pittsburgh 
Glade-Run 
Rich-Hill 
Fairfield 
Bethel, &e. 
I 


ndiana, Xe. 


§ Cherry-Run 
2? Vpper Piney 
4 i¢ rd 
Lower Piney 
Mi: ng 
B hah 
B iirsvVilie 

yn 


ISTICAL TABLE OF THE PRESBYTERY 


Congre 


¢ Monteur’s Run 


? Noble sburgh 
§ Mt. Hope and 
¢ Cross Creek 
Chartters 

N. & S. Buffaloe 
*s Creek 
? Pigeon Creek 
¢ Mt. Pleasant 
? Burgetstown 


Congre’n. of Ohio 


Washington 
Ser. & King’s Ck 


STATISTICAL TABLE OF THE PRESBYTERY OF PHILADELPHIA. 


Congregations 
Philadelphia 

¢ Mercersbureh 
? Met 


(U tarara 
Muddy Run 
(1 ham 
Baliimore 

Ca le 


Dickinson 
(Gsuinston 


Lower Chanceferd 


Huntingdon 
\Lewistown 


East and West Kish-} 


acoquilla 
Juniata 


ations. 


nnelsburgl 





Vearest P. O, Counties. Slates.| Fam. | Com | 











Philadelphia Philadelphia |Penn. 80 170 
. . ‘ | | 
Mercersburch 'Franklin i; do | 102 
Georgetown Lancaster do | | 
do |} do } 50 150 
N. Lond, x rds.|Chester do | | 
Baltimore saltirhore Nid. | 68) 
Carlisle Cumberland Pe nne 16 45 
do 
| York | do 42 113 
; do do 20 54 
; |Huntingdon | do } 100 
Lewistown |Mafflin | do 
| do | do | 
! 
| Perry ; do do ' 





| Nearest P.O. | Counties. States.| Fam. | Com. 
Pittsbugh | Allegheny Penn 150 320 
| Bakerstown |Butler | do 60 200) 
\Kittanning | Armstrong |} do j 100 150| 
| Ligonier Westmoreland do 300; 
| Freeport Alleghe ny do 140 250 
Indiana Indiana | do | 350 
| Armstrong do | 
| do do } | 65] 
| do i do ; 25} 60, 
do } ao | 
Indiana do | s| 30! 
do do | 15 50! 
do | do | 
Jefferson } do ' : j 
OF CHARTIERS 
Nearest P. O. Counties. States.| Fam.|Com. Cal. | 
Clinton Allegheny Penn. | $7 157 
do — do x5 RO) | 
, — Washington do 46 114 
W. Middle town 5, er 32 Va. 245 61 
Cannonsburgh Washington | Penn 122 330 260) 
Washington do do | 110 240 
“i | do | do ' 
| do do | 
ly eee | do | do 105 o>)! ; 
| Hickory | do i do a) 180! } 
| Beaver do | 
| Washington do | ; 
| Beaver | do 116 26-4) 




















































































































GENERAL ASSEMBLY. 56 
STATISTICAL TABLE OF THE PRESBYTERY OF CAMBRIDGE. 

Ministers. Congregations. | Nearest Pr. 0.! Counties. |States.| Fam. | Com. cat'ns.| 
Alex. Bullions Cambridge Cambridge Washington (N. Y- 131} 337 
James P. Miller j|Argyle Argyle do do 140} 348 
A. Gordon Putnam Putnam do do 66; 162 
T. Goodwillie Barnet Barnet Caledonia Vert. 46 89 
Wm. Pringle Ryegate Ryegate do do 80} 200 
D. Gordon Salem alem Washington N. Y. 50| 110 
D. Stalker North Argyle 85 

Vacant. |\Hebron West Hebron | do do 
Without cha. 
A, Whyte, Sen. 
STATISTICAL TABLE OF THE PRESBYTERY OF ALBANY. 

Ministers. Congregations. Nearest P. O.| Counties. States | Fam. | Com |cat’ns. 
Andrew Stark New-York Ist “4 New- York New-York N. Y 100} 275 
James Irvine New York 2d New York New York do 38 98 
James Martin Alban Albany Albany do 60; 125 
Peter Campbell |Florida Florida Montgomery do 42} 100 
John G. Smart Johnstown Johnstown % do 19 40 59 
John Russell |Stamford Queenston U. Ca. 25 
John Graham Bovina Delaware m. Ee 100 

Vacancies.| York Livingston do 0 
Without cha. Dumfries U. Ca. 6 
Robert Laing Esquising do | 3 
Thomas Ferrier London | do j | 
i 
SUMMARY OF THE PRECEDES TABLES. 

Presbyteries. Ministers. = a Id:| Fam. | Com’s. | Catechumens. 
Cambridge 8 | 8 512 | 1481 553 
Carolinas 3 | 22 360 764 961 
Ohio 9 25 1220 2736 
Chartiers 6 13 590 1656 
Miami 8 24 480 980 
Philadelphia 5 11 269 773 
Allegheny 7 14 498 | 1775 
Muskingum 7 25 517 1030 ! 

Albany 9 9 286 837 59 
Ministers without charge ll 
- 73 1 3982 | 12033 | 1578 








[From the Presbyterian.] 
GENERAL ASSEMBLY. 

The General Assembly of the Presbyte- 
rian church in the United States of Ameri- 
ca, met agreeably to appointment, in the 
first Presbyterian church in the city of Phi- 
ladelphia, on Thursday, 17th May, at 11 
o’clock A. M. and was opened with a ser- 
mon by the Moderator of last Assembiy, 
the Rev. N. S. S. Beman, D, D. from 
Acts xix. 20. ‘*So mightily grew the word 
of God and prevailed.” 

«‘ The preacher, says the Presbyterian, ad- 
vocated the doctrines and style of preach- 
ing which are ranked among the improve- 
ments of the age ; and advanced some things 
which were thought more plausible than 
scriptural.” Dr. Hoge was elected moderator. 

Friday, 18th May, 9 o’clock, A. M 

After the minutes were read, a member 
wishing to correct the roll, objected to the 
name of a commissioner from Susquehannah 
Presbytery, who had been formerly an el- 
der, but had laid his function aside—belong- 
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ed to a congregational church—had been 
sent to presbytery as a standing committee 
man—and had been commissioned to Gene- 
ral Assembly as a ruling elder. A motion 
was made for the appointment of a commit- 
tee to investigate the case. Mr. R. J. 
Breckenridge objected to this, and contended 
that the delegate ought to be received, on 
the ground that having been once ordained 
an elder, he was always an elder, unless de- 
posed ; and consequently he had as good a 
right to a seat in this assembly as any other 
delegate. The motion was then withdrawn. 
4 o'clock, P. M. 

Dr. Martin read a reference from the 
Synod of Philadelphia, respecting the right 
of Presbyteries to examine ministers comin 
from other presbyteries as applicants for ad- 
mission. 

It was moved that it be referred to the 
judicial committee ; and after considerable 
discussion, it was moved to lay the refer- 
ence on the table, for the present. After 
some remarks, this motion was withdrawn. 
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It was then moved, that it be referred to a 
special committee to bring in a minute upon 
this subject. Considerable discussion ensued, 
and the order of the day was repeatedly 
called for ; when at last the motion for the 
commitment of the reference to a special 
committee prevailed. 

The permanent clerk reported several 
papers, which, with the exception of the 
complaint of the minority of the Synod of 
Philadelphia, respecting the reference alrea- 
dy mentioned, were ordered to be put into 
the hands of the judicial committee. 

Dr. Hill, Dr. Spring, Dr. M’Pheeters, 
and Messrs. Baird and Wisner, were ap- 
pointed a special committee on the reference 
from the Synod of Philadelphia. The com- 
plaint of the minority of the Synod against 
the reference was also committed to the 
same committee. 

Saturday, 19th May, 9 0’clock A. M. 

Dr. Spring, chairman of the judicial com- 
mittee, reported Nos. 1 and 2, of the mat- 
ters referred to them, and recommended that 
the Assembly take up the latter, being a 
complaint of a minority of the Synod of Phi- 
ladelphia against the Synod, for refusing to 
divide the Presbytery of Philadelphia. 

As the complaint embodied the minutes 
of the proceedings, the Assembly then pro- 
ceeded to hear the parties. 

Dr. M’Auley, on the part of the com- 
plainants, urged the propriety of dividing 
the Presbytery upon the principle of affinity 
of views and feelings. —because there was 
want of harmony among the brethren in this 
Presbytery. They entertained different 
views on the subject of discipline ; some for 
taking the constitution according to the 
letter,—others, according to the 
of its framers. This want of harmo- 
ny produced many bad effects upon the 
world, upon the churches, and upon the 
cause of religion.—Those who thought alike, 
on points of ecclesiastical polity and mea- 
sures for the good of the church, thought it 
best to be together, in order to avoid per- 
petual collision with their brethren, who, in 
these things, differed fromthem. The want 
of harmony was so great, that they could 
not pray together—They could not agree ; 
and therefore they wished the Assembly to 
bid them part, as Paul and Barnabas parted, 
each retaining his standing in the church af- 
ter the separation. 

Dr. Skinner followed on the same side. 
He viewed the minority of the Presbytery 
as having rights ; the rights for instance, of 
being delegated to this General Assembly — 
and the complainants came to ask from this 


design 





the highest ecclesiastical court of the church, 
their rights, as ministers of Jesus Christ, 
and approved by the churches. For man 
years past, there had been divisions and dif- 
ficulties in the Presbytery—there had been 
difficulties relative to certain peculiarities in 
doctrine of his own. He stated that the 
proposed second Presbytery would contain 
as much diversity of doctrinal sentiment, as 
would be found in this Assembly. They 
would differ on the subject of general and 
limited atonement—and they would differ 
upon the belief that God always accompa- 
nies his truth by a divine moral suasion, 

Dr. Ely appeared next, on the part of 
the complainants. 

Mr. Patterson, on thesame side, plead- 
ed his personal feelings as his reason for 
joining with the complainants. He stated 
that there were two pastoral associations 
in the Presbytery—that the complainants 
had erected a separate associatian, because 
they could act, pray, and preach together, 
better than they could with the other breth- 
ren of the Presbytery. He complained 
of the exclusive spirit of the majority— 
and contended that his brethren acted on 
the principle of proscription and exclusion. 
He could not agree with them. He was 
harassed by the conflict of views in Presby- 
tery—his own personal piety was effected 
by these conflicts—the churches were affect- 
ed—and the cause of Christ suffered. 

The complainants being heard, Dr. An- 
nan rose in defence of Synod. The parties 
applying for a division of the Presbytery of 
Philadelphia, were neither agreed upon the 
mode nor upon the line of division. The 
arguments employed to show that a division 
was necessary or expedient, were deemed 
insufficient by the Synod. He traced the 
desire of a division of the Presbytery to dif- 
ference of opinion existing in that body— 
and this again, was radically owing to the 
opinion of some that improvements as in the 
natural and experimental sciences might be 
made in theology. 

Monday Morning, 21st May, 1832. 

The unfinished business of Saturday was 
resumed. 

The Rev. Mr. Musgrave of Baltimore, 
spoke, in defence of the Synod. He argue 
ed, that a division of the Presbytery in any 
other way than by a geographical line would 
be, not only unconstitutional, but highly in- 
expedient ; and calculated to perpetuate, in- 
stead of removing the existing difficulties ; 
and would, in fact, be a virtual division of 
the church. He denied the power of the 
Assembly to divide the Presbytery. He 
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eontended, that the Assembly could not, re- 
gularly and constitutionally, dispose of the 
complaint; and that, therefore, it should be 
dismissed. 

Dr. Martin spoke in defense of the Sy- 
nod. The Presbytery came up to Sy nod i in 
a regular manner, with a prayer to be divi- 
ded, and this prayer might have been erant- 


ed. The division sought by the minority, 
then, was different from that which is sought 
now. Four names, he believed, were now 


omitted, which were, then, included in the 
petition. The case now presented to the 
Assembly should be the same as that com- 
plained of but it was altogether different. 
They complain of the Synod; but they do 
not bring the subject of their compl: ‘int be- 
fore this Assembly ; hence it does not ap- 
pear that the complaint is properly before 
this House. The division sought by the 
Presbytery was that of nature and of rea- 
son. They sought no serrated line—no zig- 
zag line of saw-teeth—but a line running 
along Market-street, and extending east 
and west, as far as the bounds of the Pres- 
bytery extended in these The 
dissatisfaction of the minority was no gi od 
reason for asking a division of Pre sbyte Ty. 
Is it come to this, that Christian and 
ministers of the same ymination cannot 
live together? Beasts of the same S} 

live in the same den—and do these bret! 


directions. 


mel 
den 
ecies 
ren 
complain that they cannot pray, cannot wor- 


ship, or act with their brethren ?—-Is the 
fault all on one side ? The re are pl bably 

= 4] . ; “ 
faults on both sides:--but at any rate, if 


they have suffered wrong from their bret] 
ren, they should practice the grace of for- 
giveness. If they cannot « 
their brethren in pr ayer, tl 

with them in Presbytery. If this principle 
upon wh ich they found their complaints be 
carried out, it will lead to fearful conclusions. 
If they cannot worship together, they ought 
to associate in 

ferent names. 

byterian ministe 
could infer 
that time has passed away. 
doctrinal sentiment lav 
difficulties of 


1 
imune with 


cannot agree 


} hold dil- 
Den . 
Pres- 
1 


r was presented to him, he 


his doctrines 


different ranks, an 
Time was, when if a 
from his name ; but 


at the botiom of the 
this Presbytery. 


Mr. M’Calla rose, and although laboring 
under a hoarseness, from col 1, he spoke for 
upwards of two hours and a half. By turns, 
familiar, argumentative, playful, pathetic, 


severe, and deeply impressive ; we find it 
impossible to present even an outline of the 
minute details into which he entered. We 
present a sketch of the main features of his 
defence. They did not ask a division ac- 





Ditference of 
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cording to doctrine or discipline, but accord- 
ing to personal affection. While this was 
the ostensible reason offered, he thought it 
qnestionable whether it were the real ground 
for the proposed division. When a division 
was requested, there should be a previous 
»n of ministers, sessions and church- 
Had th y been consulted on this occa- 
sion? The question had been put by himself 
in Synod, to the petitioners, through the 
moderat * and as the »V did not re ply to the 
question, the moderator took the liberty of 
them. He answered, No: 
and not one of the petitioners contradicted 
him. Some of the ministers were present 
in Synod, whose names were included in the 
Presbytery of the petitioners, and one of 
them, Mr. Boyd, declared that he had not 
been consulted ; and another of them, Mr. 
Steel, solemnly protested against his being 
separated from the Presbytery of Philadel- 
phia, and affirmed that his church would not 
tolerate it. In these circumstances it would 
have been intolerable tyranny in the Synod, 
to have 

plainants. 
ble length 
mitting the 
of division. 


ltat 


consultatl 


es, 


answering for 


petition of the com- 
He then proce eded at considera- 
to show the impropriety of ad- 
plea of affinity as a just ground 

The complainants put a geo- 


eranted the 


graphical division out of the question. They 
sought to strengthen thei r ple: a by an appeal 
to loa They suppose that the prin- 
ciple of affinity pervades and prevails in all 
the departments of society. Following out 
th gical argument, e applied it toa 
fan ly— for the cht irch is the household of 
Gou—and supposing that an affinity of affec- 
tion existed between certain me mbe rs of 
family, would this be a good reason for di. 
vidi o them into two families? He applied 
the same analogical test to a fold—a nation 
—and a church. 

rit po ed a affinity of this kind to 


mbers of a church 
1, as in the present case, on 


of opinion ; and in 


n, founde 
rence 


1 
such a Case 


would the Assembly approve of a division 


into two sessions and two churches ? He sol- 
emnly admonished them against giving sanc- 
tion to such a : leatiale of division as this. 
If the ; s} ld authorize it, they would touch 
a spring, the reverberations o f arene would 
be felt throughout the whole extent of the 
United States—they would set an penne Me 


in motion, which would overt 
before it, 


resistless 


urn and sweep 
trees and houses, and farms, with 
im} etuosity, into the unfathomed 
deep—they would rouse the lion from his 
lair, and who would ap pease his fury, or al- 
lay the ferment of his fevered blood >—Ii 
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on this principle, a session or a presbytery 
may be divided,—then may a synod—then 
may this Assembly. 

He procees ded next to consider the cases, 
quoted in “ complaint from the minutes of 
the Genera! Assembly, as authority for the 
interposition of the power of the Assi mbly 
to effect the present division, and showing 
that they were not parallel, or even similar 
cases, and therefore were not in point, as 
pro yf that the Assembly could divide the 
Presbytery. He also met the arcument at- 
tem] ted to be raised on scriptural authority, 
from the example of Abraham and Lot. In 
their case, there was no division ; for they 
already constituted two distinct families. 
He the n examined the constitutional autho- 
rity, and contended, thi at the Assembly had 
no right to act directly in the case—that it 
bel mgr | to the s| pe cific jurl sdiction of Syn- 


c 
+ 
Cc 


od to divide pre byte ries—and if division 
were begun, it would go on, and who would 
predict its stopping place ? 

TUESDAY, 9 O'CLOCK, A. M, 


Asse nbly met, and acre 1 to postpone 


the order of the day, in order to proceed 
W th t! uofi she b SI Ss f yesterday 
Am j s made to read the « iwlaint 
of the minority of the Synod of Ph el- 
phia, which was negatived. 
Dr. Green appeared in behaif of the Svaod. 
He posed this kind of 1vis 
it would satisfy neither of the parties—the 
request was not the same as that which had 
been before the Synod, therefore it was ir- 
recula: —the cons: nt of those propos: 1 to be 
set off, had not been obtained—the Assem- 


bly had not the power to divide by its own 
tmmediate act. The c mp! ‘inants them- 


1a th 
selves were the cause of all the uneas 1eSS, 

Presbyt ry had iccommodated them as 
{ as t y could with a good cons ce— 
there was no precedent for the measure. — 
The 1 juest before the House, proceeds up- 
on a pring ple that is absu 1, viz: that if a 
certain number of members of a Presbytery 
be dissatisfied, they must be set off into a 


new Presbytery. How many persons must 
be thus dissatisfied, to make it necessary to 
relieve them ? Shall it be one ? two ? thr e? 
Three may ¢ a em a Presbytery—and 
shall every Presbytery, a which there are 
three dissatisfied members, be divided ? 

What the cor | 
and unfair—that which cannot be applied 
equally to all the church. Will every Pres- 
bytery follow their example 


| 
nplainants cok for, is u nn 


e, and divide on 
their principles ? It is not their intention or 
their wish, that the thing for which they 
petition, should be general. They ask for 





what would be extremely injurious to the 
church. Establish the principle, and if car- 
ried out, it will divide all the judicatories of 
the church. If the principle is ‘to be adopted, 
it should be adopted here. There is no 
F vespytery in all our connection, more divi- 
ded than this General Assembly. Their re- 
quest is unconstitutional. 

Dr. Ely rose to reply to Dr. Green. In 
speaking of the do eet. sentiments of some 
of the brethren, he atlirmed, that whatever 
common fame might say to the contrary, 
Dr. Skinner, Mr. Barnes, and Mr. Hoover 
were s sathines more than Hopkinsians. He 
adverted to intimations that had been made 
hat he was disaffected to the standards of 
the church ; and took occasion to declare that 
the Shorter Catechism contained his senti- 
ments, and that he wows not wish to see a 
single letter of it altere 

He was followed by 4 M’Auley, on the 
same side. He rose now to throw off some 
part a the slander, which was cast upon the 
ortho loxy of the com} lainants. He asked, 
if they should be traduced as heretics before 
this Assembly. He looked to them for pro- 


tection.—He reverted to the — of the 
site meetines—the brethren bh: bono, 
together, and he had the cons ree to be- 
lieve that their prayers had been heard— 
their labors had been remarkably blessed— 

@ the past twelvemo , hundreds had 


I n added to their churches. He thought 
that God had thus testified against the slan- 
der, that they were heretics 

The complainants having now finished 
their reply, the Moderator asked if the As- 
sembly would take up the order of the day, 


} 


when it was moved and carried. that the or- 


der of the day be postponed, until the bu- 
' 
ness now before the House be finished. 
S | 


me conversation ensued upon the pro- 
priety and right of the Synod to a rejoinder 
to the reply of the « mpjaina its ; and it was 
determined by a v tte, that after the com- 
plainants have replied, the Synod may rejoin. 
Dr. Green then rose in pin to Dr. Ely. 
He contended that none of the cases referred 
) by Dr. Ely, as authority for the direct in- 
terposition of the General Assembly in the 
press nt case, were in point. He answered 
he statement of Dr. M’Auley relative to 
the pastoral prayer meeting—that it had 
been of long standing—had at first been ro- 
tary, but for . number of years had been 
stationary, and held wee kly in his study— 
that the other prayer meeting had been for- 
med long afterwards—consequently, what- 
ever amount of blame was due to the forma- 
tion of a separate prayer meeting, belonged 











not to him or his brethren who acted with 
him, but to the complainants themselves. 

Dr. M’Auley explained, from which it 
appeared that he had never received a for- 
mal invitation to attend the prayer meeting 
at Dr. Green’s, although an invitation had 
been sent to him. 

Mr. Patterson rose to explain, from which 
it appeared, that partly from having his feel- 
ings hurt at one of the meetings, at which, 
as he expressed it, one of the brethren pray- 
ed, and another prayed it all back again, 
and partly owing to feeble health, he had 
first opened a separate prayer meeting at 
his study. 

Mr. M’Calla rose and recapitulated the 
evidence from the preceding speeches—and 
met the allegations of Dr. M’Auley. 

The parties were then removed. A de- 
bate ensued which lasted till Saturday after- 
noon. We have only room to notice a few 
of the speakers. 

Judge Platt, Dr. Nott, Dr. Beman, Mr. 
Wisner of the Presbytery of Rochester, 
Dr. Cummings of Frorida, Dr. Cox, Dr. 
Alexander, Dr. Hill of Winchester, Va., 
Messrs. Ross and Hall of Tennessee, and 
Messrs. Hoyt and Lumpkin of Georgia, 
were among the prominent speakers in fa- 
vor of dividing the Presbytery, on the prin- 
ciple of affinity ; and Mr. Crawford of Le 
Roy, New-York, Dr. M’Elroy, Judge Bay- 
ard of Princeton, Mr. Adair of Hartford, 
Messrs Hervey and McKee of Wheeling, 
Virginia, Mr. Baird of Pittsburgh, Mr. 
Dickey, of Greenfield, Ohio, Mr. Culbert- 
son of Zanesville, Ohio, Mr. Cameron of 
Shelbyville Kentucky, [his remarks were 
able] Dr. Blythe of Kentucky, and Mr. 
Breckenridge of Kentucky, were among the 
speakers against the division, in the manner 
asked for by the minority of Presbytery. 

The Presbytery was finally divided on 
the principle of affinity, as it was termed, 
by a vote of 166 to 87. 

We have no room left for comment in the 
present number, but the proceedings of the 
late General Assembly, may be again ad- 
verted to. We must not however, omit to 
state, that this body have now judicially 
sanctioned the principle, which has long 
been acted upon in many places that her 
standards are a dead letter—that Presby- 
teries may receive and ordain ministers, and 
sessions admit members, without even an as- 
sent to her public standards—and thus this 
church judicature has become a mere conso- 
ciation or council of Independents, and the 
General Assembly of the Presbyterian 
church no longer exists. 


from Christ as Mediator.” By which 


63 GENEKAL ASSEMBLY. 64 











































The men who have recently made a show 
of resistance to these innovations, (we say 
it with unfeigned sorrow) have apparently 
died withouta struggle. The Presbyterian, 
the organ of those of whom we speak, says, 
the meeting of the Assembly “ TERMINA- 
TED IN PEACE!” ‘This naturally brin 
to mind a recent annunciation to the world, 
by the Premier of France, that “ order 
reigned at Warsaw.” It was the order 
of the grave. In the General Assembly, a 
long course of defection has now been con- 
summated, and the few to whom we looked 
with anxious solicitude to stand up for Christ 
and his cause in this perilous crisis, have, 
to all human appearance, looked op, while 
truth has been buried, and instead of un- 
furling a standard on its behalf, have listless- 
ly cast themselves upon its tomb. 

en 
HEADSHIP OF CHRIST. 

An old and esteemed correspondent com- 
plains that the Monitor teaches differently 
on the subject of Christ’s Headship, from 
what he considers himself bound to teach his 
people, by maintaining that Christ, as Me- 
diator, is the moral governor of the world. 

‘‘ Was | convinced, says he, that Christ, as 
Mediator, is the moral governor of the world, 
in the proper sense of the words, from what 
appears to me at present, | must turn co- 
venanter at once, and go further than those 
so called in this country go, and believe 
that magistracy is from Christ as Mediator, 
and is founded in grace : because I believe, 
with the original Seceders, on this subject, 
that ‘* magistracy was instituted by God as 
the moral governor of the world, as in 
page 46, of the Overture, though they add, 
with which | also agree, ‘* and not derived 


they seem to suppose that Christ, as Media- 
tor, is not the moral governor of the world. 
I believe also, with the late General Asso- 
ciate Synod of Scotland, as expressed in the 
New Exhibition of their Testimony, that 
‘‘ Christ, as the Mediator, is the only Head 
of the church ; but God, as the Creator 
and moral Governor of the world, is 
King of nations.” Jn other words, that 
the Creator and moral Governor of the 
world, is one and the same, and differing 
from Christ as Mediator.” 

Had our correspondent pointed to the pa- 
per of which he complains, it would have 
enabled us to discover more clearly his dif- 
ficulty. We will, therefore, be obliged to 
him if he will do so; for we are not aware 
that the Monitor has taught any thing con- 
trary to our standards on this subject. 
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NOTICE TO PATRONS. 


Communications, Subscriptions for the work, and remittances of 
money, should be addressed either to the subscriber, or to the 
Rey. James Martin. sie 

Persons visiting the City, and wishing to pay their subscriptions, 
can, in the absence of the subscriber, pay them to Mr. Anpkew 
White, at the old stand, No. 71 State-strect, who is authorised te 
receive money for the Monitor and give receipts. 

CHAUNCEY WEBSTER. 
Albany, N. Y. June, 1832. 


Terms $2 00 per annum, payable in advance or at the annual meeting of the Associate Synod. 





(<7 It is proper for us to acknowledge the promptness of a great proportion 
of the subscribers to the Monitor in remitting payment for their subscriptions. 
From the experience we have had in connection with the periodical press, we he- 
sitate not to affirm a full belief that there is neither a newspaper, nor a periodical, 
in the United States,the great body of whose subscribers pay more promptly than 
those of the Monitor ; but nevertheless its circulation is limited, and owing to a 
variety of causes, much remains unpaid, and we have been under the necessity 
of striking a number of names, from whom we have received nothing in a series 
of years, from our subscription list. This will explain to some the reason why 
the Monitor no longer comes to them. It is with reluctance we adopt this 
measure ; but no other means seems to present itself, without serious objections. 

it will be seen, by a reference to the minutes of Synofl, that its next annual 
meeting will not take place till October, 1833 ; it is, therefore, hoped that those 
who owe for the 8th,or any previous volume of the Monitor, will remit the 
amount of their dues by mail. 

Every succeeding year demonstrates the utility, and we may add necessity, of 
such a work as the Monitor, in the Associate Church; and this is so generally 
believed and acknowledged by our people, as to supersede the necessity of dwel- 
ling upon it. We therefore submit to each subscriber, whether he can better 
serve the cause of truth, than by procuring one additional subscriber: surely each 
one has some friend with whom he has sufficient influence to induce him to take 
the work. 
Of the character and design of this work, it is unnecessary to speak. It has 
been eight years before the Christian public ; with them we leave it, with earnest 
solicitations to the Great Head of the church, that he may be pleased to preserve it 
from becoming a vehicle of error, and bless it as an instrument of good to his 
cause and people. 
Ausany, June, 1832. 
AGENTS. 
§G- All ministers and preachers of the Associate Church. 


In addition to the ministers and itinerating preachers of the Associate church, who are authorize! 
to receive subscriptions and money, and give receipts, the following persons are authorized to act as 


agents: 


Wm. Stevenson, Jun., Cambridge, Washington Wm. M. Goodwillie, Barnet, Vt. 


Co N. Y. Rey. A Whyte, Jr., Baltimore, Md. 
Josep: M’Clelland, New-York City. Andrew Munro, Canonsburgh, Pa. 
George M’Queen, Esq. Schenectady. John M’Cleary, York, Livingston Co. N. Y- 
A. Bachop, Argyle, Washington Co. N. Y. Philip Watts, Shelbyville, Ky. 
Wm. Dickey, Pittsburgh, Pa. James Galloway, Jr., Xenia, Ohio. 
C. Bain, Jun. Argyle, Washington, Co. James Willson, Esq. Oxford, Pa. 


John Smart, Huntingdon, Pa. 


Subscribers in Indiana, Mlinois, and Missouri, are requested to make payment to the Synod’s Mis- 
sionaries, who will also receive and forward the names of new subscribers. 


Agents or others may enclose money to us at our risk, and at our expense where more than $5 is en- 
close:!. 

A number of extra eopies of the 9th volume are being printed under the expectation that they will 
be catjed for. ° 
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